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Administrative Recommendation: 
 
THAT the request to authorize the lease of the property legally described as a portion of Lot 
35A, Block 1, Plan 032 1502, known as 110 Janvier Drive in the Hamlet of Janvier South, to the 
Minister of Justice and Solicitor General for the Province of Alberta, in accordance with the 
terms and conditions outlined in the Letter of Intent, dated March 6, 2015, be forwarded to 
Council and recommended for approval. 
 
Summary: 
 
The Municipality received a request from the Ministry of Justice and the Solicitor General for 
the Province of Alberta to lease 0.0229 hectares of land to accommodate installation of a 55 
metre self-support telecommunication tower, adjacent to an existing municipally-owned 30.5 
metre tower which houses radio frequency (RF) installations for Regional Emergency Services 
and an independent third party co-locator, abutting the Janvier Municipal Office.  Positioning of 
this proposed tower is a critical element in the Alberta First Responders Radio Communications 
System (AFRRCS) network. 
 
Background: 
 
The Municipality received a lease request for a telecommunication tower from AFRRCS in late 
2012 to fulfill a provincial initiative under which the Ministry of Justice and Solicitor General is 
establishing a two-way radio network serving first responder agencies, including police, fire and 
ambulance.  It is designed to meet their current and future needs by eliminating technical barriers 
while facilitating inter-connectedness and inter-agency cooperation.  Extensive investigation into 
alternative site selections, including tentative co-location arrangements and two other 
municipally owned sites, have proved unworkable. 
 
Details of the proposed lease have been circulated to internal municipal departments, Alberta 
Transportation, Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource Development, police, energy 
companies, and franchise and utility agencies.  Responses from all stakeholders support the 
project.  Also, a public engagement was held in the Hamlet of Janvier, and no objections were 
received.  Final execution of a lease will depend upon the applicant fulfilling conditions which 
ensure that this project is both practically and economically viable, including compliance with all 
federal, provincial and municipal rules, regulations and guidelines.  These conditions include 
Industry Canada’s requirement for public consultation. 
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Budget/Financial Implications: 
 
The Municipality will realize lease payments of $15,000.00 per annum, with this rate increasing 
by 10% every 5 years over a span of 30 years. The rate is based on average regional rates paid by 
TELUS in six major urban centers throughout Alberta. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation: 
 
Administration supports granting this lease as the tower will support: 
 Alberta’s provincial government in their mandate to create a standardized radio network for 

first responders, thereby achieving network coverage for over 95% of primary and secondary 
roadways within the Province; 

 the Municipality’s identified initiatives including rural broadband connectivity and other 
Smart City and Intelligent Community initiatives, thereby improving electronic 
communication effectiveness, efficiency and quality of service in municipal operations; 

 third party commercial interests: numerous service providers have expressed a desire to co-
locate on this proposed tower; 

 AFRRCS will be free to address co-location requests from third parties in accordance with 
Industry Canada/AFRRCS policies, and based on their individual merits. 

 
This proposed tower is a critical element in the provincially mandated Alberta First Responders 
Radio Communication System project. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Subject Area Map 
2. Letter of Intent 
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