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With gratitude, the Regional
Municipality of Wood Buffalo
acknowledges this land is
Treaty 8 Territory, the
traditional lands of the Cree,
Dene, and unceded Territory
of the Métis people.
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Overview
• The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) of Canada
defines reconciliation as establishing and maintaining mutually
respectful relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
Peoples
• Repairing and restoring relationships is central to reconciliation
and improved relations between Indigenous and nonIndigenous Peoples
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TRC of Canada
• Between 2008 - 2014, the TRC researched official records and
visited communities across Canada to hear from thousands of
survivors and their families about residential schools’ impacts
• TRC formed by the parties to the 2006 Indian Residential School
Settlement Agreement and was established to uncover the truth
about Canada's Residential School System
• The TRC guided and inspired a process of healing towards
reconciliation in Canada
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Final Report and 94 Calls to Action
• The TRC’s December 2015 Final Report - Honouring the Truth,
Reconciling for the Future - issued 94 Calls to Action for all levels
of government, churches, citizens and residents, policing
agencies, private and public institutions, and other interested
parties
• Calls to Action urged the federal, provincial, territorial, and
municipal governments to work together to change policies and
programs and repair the harm caused by residential schools
• Of the 94 Calls to Action, five identify municipal governments,
with most of the Calls directed to the federal and provincial levels
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Municipal Report Development
• Following release of TRC’s Final Report, the Municipality officially
recognized its responsibility to advance truth and reconciliation
• 2017 TRC Symposium captured the perspectives of both
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples
• Further engagement took place throughout 2018
• Additional engagement at the October 2019 Sharing Circle
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Truth and Reconciliation Pathway Timeline
June 2017

January 30, 2018

March 2019

July 7, 2021

TRC Steering Committee
identified 14 calls to
action

2021 RMWB Strategic
Plan was publicly
released

An additional 9 Calls to
Action were added for a
total of 23 calls that the
Municipality can help
influence or implement

Memorial Walk and
Gathering at Syne Point
Park
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The RMWB hosted its
first “TRC Calls to Action
Symposium”

TRC Steering Committee
met for an update on
current municipal
initiatives

TRC Sharing Circle and
Reconciliation Advisory
Circle

Official RMWB Response
Report to the TRC Calls to
Action and Principles

June 28, 2017

July 2018

October 23, 2019

Sept. 14, 2021
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Municipal Government & TRC Implementation
• Municipalities and cities have taken active steps to reconcile
relationships with Indigenous Peoples and communities
• Municipal governments have faced the challenge of implementing
the TRC Final Report’s findings within their limited jurisdiction as
compared to the federal and provincial governments

• Despite limited jurisdiction in several areas subject to the Calls to
Action, municipalities have a great deal of influence on the
day-to-day lives of communities and can affect positive change
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Scope and Purpose of the Municipal TRC Report
• Responding to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls
to Action: Principles for a Collaborative Pathway Forward in Wood
Buffalo report details the reconciliation work the Municipality has
undertaken over the past five years with Indigenous partners
• Lays out a path forward for strengthening the Municipality’s
ongoing response to the Calls to Action and the relationships held
with Indigenous Peoples in the spirit of truth and reconciliation
• Identifies areas of success, areas that require additional focus,
and the need for an ongoing commitment to the process of
reconciliation
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Municipal TRC Report Key Themes
1

Relationships
Strengthened
in Partnerships
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Partnerships
in Land, Housing
and Heritage
Resources
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3

Culture,
Language and
Art

Indigenous
Awareness
Training
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4

Socioeconomic
Development
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Recommendations to Council
that continue actively
working toward improved
relationships with Indigenous
Peoples and communities in
Wood Buffalo
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Municipal TRC Report
• The Responding to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s
Calls to Action: Principles for a Collaborative Pathway Forward in
Wood Buffalo report emphasizes the importance of honest
dialogue on reconciliation and the ongoing process which
requires listening, learning, and acknowledging the true history of
Canada

• The report presents a series of recommendations to advance and
strengthen reconciliation in a way that is meaningful, achievable,
and measurable as the Municipality continues this important work
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United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration)
• An international instrument adopted by the United Nations on
September 13, 2007, to enshrine the rights that constitute
minimum standards for the survival, dignity, and well-being of the
world’s Indigenous Peoples
• Recognizes Indigenous Peoples’ right to self-determination,
including the right to freely determine their political status and
freely pursue their economic, social, and cultural development
• Work with Indigenous partners to implement Call to Action 43
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Five Additional Calls to Action
• Call to Action 1 (Child Welfare) - Review of social supports
available
• Calls to Action 13 and 14 (Language and Culture) – International
Decade of Indigenous Languages
• Call to Action 82 (Commemoration) – Ongoing commitment to
meaningful and respectful commemoration
• Call to Action 92 (Business and Reconciliation) – Ongoing
commitment to economic reconciliation
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Annual Update and 4 Year Report
• Annual report on the status of reconciliation in the region with an
update on the progress of implementing the Calls to Action
• A report to coincide with each Council term, beginning with this
report, and again in 2025
• Demonstrates an ongoing commitment to Truth and Reconciliation
in Wood Buffalo
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National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
• Meaningfully recognize and commemorate September 30th on an
annual basis
• Proclamation – Orange Shirt Day/National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation
• Community events – Gatherings, ceremony, solidarity walks

• Local Initiatives – Reconciliation Challenge
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Conclusion and Next Steps
• The legacy of Canada’s Residential Schools has had enduring and
devastating impacts on Indigenous Peoples, leading to
disconnection and intergenerational trauma
• The Municipality supports a path of healing and recognizes that
commitment to reconciliation is a process that takes time and
sustained action

• Approval and implementation of the Municipal TRC Report and its
recommendations will drive progress and support positive change
for improved relationships and reconciliation efforts in Wood Buffalo
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Thank You
Mahsi Cho
Hiy Hiy
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Questions and Discussion
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