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Written Submission Delegate Form
Please use this form to send your comments relating to an upcoming Council or Committee matter.


Is this submission for council or a committee?
*


Council


Meeting date *


6/22/2021


Find a meeting date


First name *


Riley


Last name *


Muise


Organization name (if applicable)


Email address *


rileymuise@yahoo.
ca


Phone number
(daytime)


City / Town


Fort McMurray


Neighbourhood


Timberlea


Agenda item *


6.2


Is this a bylaw? *


 Yes  No


Written submission


I am writing regarding the Sultan Management proposal to buy 10 acres of land for 1 dollar to speak 
resoundingly against the proposal. I think that Mr.Zultan is out of touch if he thinks that the city of Fort 
McMurray should sell him anything for $1 dollar, let alone 10 acres of land; you can't even buy a pack of 
gum for that much money at a local convenience store. It is such a ridiculous proposal that I have 
decided to speak out against it for the first time. Mr. Zultan has no respect for the people of Fort 
McMurray and no respect for the residents who are dealing with increasing costs of living. I think I speak 
on behalf of all residents when I say that this offer is insulting, and any member of the council would be 
out of their mind even to consider this on the agenda, let alone approve this. Zultan Management's offer 
is a slap in the face to all Fort McMurray, and he should be ashamed for bringing this towards the 
council. I hope all councillors vote against this proposal entirely as it is a clearly laughable joke that this 
is even being brought up for serious consideration.






http://woodbuffalocn.iqm2.com/Citizens/default.aspx





Upload any related documents


Any written submission containing crude, vulgar, obscene or offensive language or image will
not be accepted.


Your personal information is collected under section 33(c) of Alberta’s Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act. It will be used to correctly spell your name for the recorded minutes of the
meeting. Your name and comments will be uploaded into the Public Agenda package following
conclusion of the meeting. If you have any questions about the collection and use of your personal
information please contact the Manager, Senior Legislative Officer, 7th Floor Jubilee Centre, 9909 Franklin
Ave T9H 2K4 or at 780-743-7001.


Acknowledgment *


 I have read and understand that my name and comments will be made publicly available in the Council
agenda. My contact information will NOT be included in the public record.







Written Submission Delegate Form
Thank you. Your submission has been received and a copy sent to your email address.


If you have any questions, please contact Pulse.



https://pulse.rmwb.ca/





I am writing regarding the Sultan Management proposal to buy 10
acres of land for 1 dollar to speak resoundingly against the proposal.
I think that Mr.Zultan is out of touch if he thinks that the city of Fort
McMurray should sell him anything for $1 dollar, let alone 10 acres of
land; you can't even buy a pack of gum for that much money at a
local convenience store. It is such a ridiculous proposal that I have
decided to speak out against it for the first time. Mr. Zultan has no
respect for the people of Fort McMurray and no respect for the
residents who are dealing with increasing costs of living. I think I
speak on behalf of all residents when I say that this offer is insulting,
and any member of the council would be out of their mind even to
consider this on the agenda, let alone approve this. Zultan
Management's offer is a slap in the face to all Fort McMurray, and he
should be ashamed for bringing this towards the council. I hope all
councillors vote against this proposal entirely as it is a clearly
laughable joke that this is even being brought up for serious
consideration.

Acknowledgment 
I have read and understand that my name and comments will be
made publicly available in the Council agenda. My contact information
will NOT be included in the public record.



Good evening Mr. Mayor and members of Council, 

My name is Vicki Kozmak-LeFrense and I am speaking today on behalf of myself as a 
Fort McMurray resident, in support of Mr. Zamman’s proposal, the Wood Buffalo 
Medical Commercial Center. 

My husband and I have lived in Fort McMurray since 2012. I am a small business owner 
and for nearly the last 20 years I have been providing technical writing and consulting 
services to the mining sector in western Canada. 

I learned about Mr. Zamman’s proposal the other day and asked him to tell me more 
about it. I like many aspects about his concept and feel strongly enough about them to 
be here today to speak. 

What I like about the Wood Buffalo Medical Commercial Center: 

1. It fills a need – Fort McMurray and the surrounding communities could 
absolutely use a mixed – medical services type of facility located in this 
community, and particularly with the proposed specialized services.  
 
If residents have access to specialized tests and services right here in town, then 
we don’t have to keep driving to Edmonton and overnighting there. There are 
costs involved with every one of those trips to Edmonton. Physical costs of gas, 
food, and possibly hotels, and also costs in terms of time, lost wages.  
 
It also ties in nicely with the recently announced residency program. Fort 
McMurray is a really beautiful place to call home, and when you combine that 
with employment opportunities for top young talent, I think it is a winning 
combination. Perhaps some of those in the residency program decide to call Fort 
McMurray home and maybe work at the Center. 
 

2. The location of the proposed facility is very convenient. - This facility would 
be nicely situated in Abraham’s Landing at the half way point between Timberlea 
and Thickwood, and easily accessible to residents on the north side of the 
bridge. 
 
Particular to the Abraham’s Landing development, it seems to have stagnated 
and this project can help revitalize it. As a layperson driving by, I see dirt and 
many empty lots. Beautiful new services and roads are there, but when will it 
more development begin? Perhaps some of those lots sold and maybe I just 
don’t know about it. But how do we get things going again? How long does it sit 
nearly empty? This project is a good draw to the area and could attract 
further development. 
 



3. Job creation – A Project like is this is great for local job creation. It’s interesting 
that when I drive through Edmonton or Calgary, I see a lot of new construction 
going on in those communities. I don’t really see that here in Fort McMurray.  
 
This project will create construction jobs for the first couple of years, then there 
will be further job creation once the medical offices and services are opened. 
These are good-paying jobs that will provide employment locally and also help 
attract medical professionals to the area.   
 

4. Tax revenue for the municipality – property taxes, business taxes, etc. And if 
specialists move to this community, then our municipality will collect property tax 
on the houses they buy. 
 

5. Additional comments - We have to consider how to attract good people to the 
community and get them to make this their forever home. One of the problems 
Fort McMurray has always faced is that people will move here to work in the oil 
sands, but then leave when their kids finish high school and want to go to 
university. They move to Edmonton or Calgary or wherever, and then become 
commuters and rent or stay in camp. And we lose them as residents. That’s an 
issue the municipality needs to look at with Keyano College and getting university 
accreditation. That’s one issue.  
 
On the other end of the spectrum you have an aging population that would like to 
remain living here, but realizes that with age comes assorted health issues and 
doctor appointments. And this goes back to my first point about filling the need. If 
it’s easy for people to get the services they need here, then they can more easily 
justify remaining here.  
 
Another group to consider are people such as myself. I have an aging mother 
that lives in another city. She’s not ready for assisted living but needs more help. 
So then the question for my family becomes – do we move to be closer to her to 
take care of her and drive her to her appointments (and then my husband 
becomes that commuter renting a room somewhere) or do we bring her here to 
Fort McMurray, and take care of her here?  
 

For us we decided to move my mother here to Fort McMurray, which was an 
important reason why I liked Mr. Zamman’s proposal. This type of facility with 
specialized medical services is very important to me and my family. I know that 
may sound selfish, but I believe if my family is facing this decision, then others 
have to be as well. 

 



In closing – the question for council becomes – do you approve the $1 proposed 
land transfer?  

Obviously I don’t and can’t know about the processes you need to follow in 
evaluating that decision. However, I do know is that work must get done to attract 
business and investment to town. We have an economic downturn, we can’t get 
pipelines built, we are still feeling the effects of the fire and flood, and now we 
have Covid. We have a lot of challenges. But there is still business to be done 
and we must work hard and smart to attract business investment.  I believe this 
is an opportunity to seize one of those investments.  

Can you accept every proposal that comes through asking the same? Probably 
not. But you can go case by case and start checking the boxes and evaluate 
each project by its “value-add”. Here’s what the project can do for the 
municipality, now what can the municipality do for the project? Share the risk, 
help get this project done, and everyone wins – the municipality, the project, and 
the residents. 

 

Thank you for your time, and the opportunity to speak today in support of the Wood 
Buffalo Medical Commercial Center. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Vicki Kozmak-LeFrense 
 


