
Municipal Census Report • 2018

Municipal Census Report 





Municipal Census Report • 2018

Table of Contents

Acknowledgment  1

Key Findings  3

1. Census 2018 Overview  3

1.1. Background  5

1.2 Methodology  6

1.3 Overall Outcomes  8

2. Demographic Overview  9

2.1 Population Change: 2000 – 2018  9

2.2 Population Distribution  11

2.3 Age and Gender Distribution  14

2.4 Ethnicity  15

2.5 Shadow Population  16

3. Housing Overview  17

3.1 Dwelling Count  19

3.2 Dwelling Type  21

3.3 Population by Dwelling Type  22

3.4 Household Size  23

3.5 Homeownership  25

Conclusion  29

Glossary  31

Appendix Census 2018 Questions 33

2



Municipal Census Report • 2018

Key Findings
•  The total population of the Municipality is 

111,687. This represents a 10.67% decrease  

from 2015.

•  The total shadow population is 36,678,  

which is a 14.9% decrease from 2015.

•  Temporary workers’ dwellings  (work camps) 

account for 89.6% (32,855) of the shadow 

population.

•  All urban neighbourhoods and rural 

communities, apart from Gregoire, Parsons 

Creek, Saline Creek and Fort McKay, 

experienced a decrease in population. 

•  The Urban Service Area continues to maintain 

the dominant share (67.7%) of the Municipality’s 

total population.

•  The Municipality has a young population with 

slightly over 47% of the population between 

the ages of 20 and 44. The share of this age 

group in the total population decreased by 4 

percentage points compared to 2015 and 2012 

when it accounted for 51% of the population. 

•  The largest population cohort is the 30-34 age 

group which accounts for 12.3% of the total 

population. This is consistent with 2015 when 

the 30-34 age group accounted for 13% of  

the population.

•  There are more males (54.9%) than females 

(45.1%) in the Municipality.

•  The total number of dwelling units in the 

Municipality is 28,281. This represents an  

8.4% decrease from 2015. 

•  The majority (44%) of dwelling units in the 

Municipality are found in Timberlea,  

followed by Thickwood (20%) and then  

the Lower Townsite (18%).  

•  Among rural communities, Fort Chipewyan  

has the highest number of dwelling units (356) 

and is followed by Anzac (264) and Saprae  

Creek Estates (233).

•  Single-detached dwellings continue to be the 

dominant (45.4%) form of housing in  

the Municipality.
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•  More than half (55.9%) of the Municipality’s 

population live in single-detached dwellings.

•  The Municipality has an average household 

size of 3.01 people per dwelling unit, which is 

a slight increase from 2015 when it was 2.95 

people per dwelling unit. 

•  The majority (29.4%) of all households are two-

person households followed by three-person 

(20.6%) and four-person (19.3%) households.

•  63.3% of dwellings are owned.

•  Approximately 24.2% of all responses were 

obtained through self (online) enumeration. 

Self (online) enumeration increased by 10 

percentage points compared to 2015. 

•  All addresses in the initial municipal dwelling 

inventory were visited and a 100% enumeration 

was achieved for only the second time in the 

Municipality’s census history.
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1.3 Overall Outcomes 

The results of Census 2018 indicate the total 

population of the Municipality in 2018 is 111,687. 

This represents a 10.67% decrease from the 2015 

population count. The Urban Service Area’s share 

of the total population was slightly higher in 2018 

accounting for 67.7% of the total population. 

The total number of dwellings and temporary 

workers’ dwellings  in the Municipality decreased 

from 2015 levels to a total of 28,281 and 109 

respectively. A breakdown of the total population 

and dwellings in 2015 and 2018 is presented in 

Table 1.1 below: 

1In Census 2015, all basement suites, with or without a development permit, were included in the total private dwelling count. In Census 2018, only basement suites    
 with a development permit and an address issued by the Municipality are included in the total private dwelling count. 

2The total number of private dwellings for the urban and rural service areas do not include hotels, motels, campgrounds and care facilities. Not all 109 temporary 
 workers’ dwellings that exist in the Municipality are associated with the oil sands industry.

Table 1.1 Population and Dwelling Count for the Municipality, 2015 and 2018

Population Dwellings1 

2015 Census 2018 Census 2015 Census 2018 Census

Urban Service Area (USA) 82,724 (66.2%) 75,615 (67.7%) 29,567 27,072

Rural Communities 4,044 (3.2%) 3,217 (2.9%) 1,315 1,209

Temporary Workers’ Dwellings2 38,264 (30.6%) 32,855 (29.4%) 123 temporary 
workers’ dwellings

109 temporary 
workers’ dwellings

Total 125,032 111,687 30,882 private 
dwellings and 123 
temporary work-
ers’ dwellings

28,281 private 
dwellings and 109 
temporary work-
ers’ dwellings
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2.2 Population Distribution

The Municipality’s population is unevenly 

distributed between the Urban Service Area 

(USA), nine rural communities and several 

temporary workers’ dwellings (see Map 1). The 

USA continues to maintain the dominant share 

(67.7%) of the Municipality’s total population, 

with a slight increase from 66.2% in 2015. Similar 

to past trends, the great majority (89.6%) of the 

shadow population reside in temporary workers’ 

dwellings  located outside the USA and rural 

communities (see Table 2.1).

Table 2.1 Census 2018 Permanent and Shadow Population Distribution by Area  

Population Urban Service Area
(USA)

Rural Communities  Temporary Workers’ 
Dwellings 

Total

Permanent Population 72,056 2,953 0 75,009

Shadow Population 3,559 264 32,855 36,678

Total 75,615 (67.7%) 3,217 (2.9%) 32,855 (29.4%) 111,687

11 2. Demographic Overview
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South Asian (6.5%), followed by South East Asian 

(6.4%) and African (4.4%). Indigenous Peoples, in 

general, represent 7 % of the total population. 

2.5 Shadow Population

The shadow population in the Municipality is 

divided into three main components: urban 

shadow, rural shadow and temporary workers’ 

dwellings. The urban shadow and rural shadow 

populations include temporary residents living in 

residential and non-residential accommodations 

such as hotels, motels and campgrounds in 

the USA and rural communities. In contrast, 

the temporary workers’ dwellings population 

includes temporary residents living in project 

accommodations (work camps) and staff 

accommodations primarily located outside the 

USA and rural communities.

Figure 2.5 Shadow Population Distribution, 2018

Project  
Accommodation

Urban Shadow 
Population

Rural Shadow 
Population

3,559

32,855

264
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Figure 3.1 illustrates the distribution of dwelling 

units by area. As in past years, the USA continues 

to contain a substantial proportion (95.7%) of the 

Municipality’s housing stock. The majority (44%) of 

dwelling units are located in Timberlea, followed 

by Thickwood (20%) and the Lower Townsite 

(18%). Among rural communities, Fort Chipewyan 

has the highest number of dwelling units (356) 

followed by Anzac (264) and Saprae Creek  

Estates (233). 

Rural Community Number of 
Dwellings 

Anzac 264

Conklin 115

Draper 57

Fort Chipewyan 356

Fort Fitzgerald 10

Fort McKay 27

Gregorie Lake  
Estates

79

Janvier 68

Saprae Creek Estates 233

Rural Total 1,209

Timberlea
12,474

Beacon Hill
512

Thickwood
5,272

Abasand
759

Saline Creek
3

Rural Communities
1,209

Parsons Creek 
North
966

Waterways
96

Lower Townsite
5,017

Gregoire
1,518
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3.2 Dwelling Type

Figure 3.2 illustrates the distribution of occupied 

dwellings in the Municipality. Single-detached 

dwellings continue to be the dominant form 

of housing in the Municipality accounting for 

48.3% of all occupied dwellings. The share of 

occupied single-detached dwellings increased by 

2.2 percentage points between 2015 and 2018. 

Apartments/condos are the second most common 

form of housing in the Municipality. Similar to 

single-detached dwellings, the share of occupied 

apartments / condos in the Municipality increased 

by 2.9 percentage points from 22.8% in 2015 to 

25.7% in 2018.

Figure 3.2 Distribution of Occupied Dwellings by  

                  Dwelling Type 2018 

The share of all other occupied dwelling types 

declined between 2015 and 2018. The largest 

decrease occurred in the share of occupied 

secondary/basement suites which decreased 

by 4.8 percentage points from 5.0% in 2015 to 

0.2% in 2018. The sharp decline is likely due 

to differences in the methods used to capture 

basement/secondary suites in 2015 and 2018. In 

contrast to 2015, only secondary/basement suites 

with separate civic addresses were included in the 

total occupied dwelling count in 2018. 

An analysis of the share of occupied dwellings in 

the USA and rural communities shows that single-

detached dwellings continue to be the dominant 

form of housing in both the USA (47.2%) and rural 

communities (74.1%). Between 2015 and 2018, 

the share of occupied single-detached dwellings 

in the USA and rural communities increased by 

2.2 and 4.6 percentage points respectively. In 

the USA, apartments/condos make up 26.7% of 

all occupied dwellings and are the second most 

common form of housing. The share of occupied 

apartments/condos in the USA also increased by 

3.1 percentage points between 

21 3. Housing Overview
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3.4 Household Size

The Municipality has an average household size 

of 3.01 people per dwelling unit, which is a slight 

increase from 2015 when it was 2.95 people per 

dwelling unit. The Municipal average household 

size is considerably higher than both the national 

and provincial averages, which in 2016 were 2.4 

and 2.6 respectively7.

The average household size of the USA is 3.0 

people per dwelling unit, which is similar to the 

average household size in 2015. In the USA, 

Saline Creek has the highest average household 

size at 5.7 people per dwelling unit. However, 

it is important to note that only 3 dwelling units 

were enumerated in Saline Creek. Parsons Creek 

has the second highest average household size 

at 4.0 people per dwelling unit and is followed 

by Timberlea and Abasand with 3.1 people per 

dwelling unit each. The Lower Townsite has the 

lowest average household size at 2.6 people per 

dwelling unit. 

The average household size of the rural 

communities is 2.9 people per dwelling unit. This 

is a decrease from 2015 when it was 3.11 people 

per dwelling unit. Further, in contrast to historic 

trends, the average household size of the rural 

communities is lower than that of the USA in 

2018. Among the rural communities, Draper has 

the highest average household size at 3.5 people 

per dwelling unit followed by Saprae Creek 

Estates (3.2), Gregoire Lake Estates (2.9), and Fort 

Chipewyan (2.8). Conklin has the lowest average 

household size at 2.4 people per  

dwelling unit.  

23
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Glossary
Dwelling 

General term used to describe a set of living 

quarters in which a person or a group of persons 

resides or could reside. This includes all types of 

dwelling categories (apartment/multiple dwelling, 

manufactured home, duplex, single-family, town 

house, or other) used for data collection.

Dwelling Unit 

This is a place of residence occupied by one or 

more persons with a “private entrance.” There can 

be many dwelling units within a structure.

Household 

Usually consists of a person or a group of persons, 

related or unrelated, who live together in the 

same homestead/compound, but not necessarily 

in the same dwelling unit. They have common 

catering arrangements and are answerable to 

the same household head. It is important to 

remember that members of a household do not 

need to be related, either by blood or marriage.

Municipality

Refers to the Regional Municipality of Wood 

Buffalo (RMWB) 

Non-Contacted Dwelling10

A “non-contacted dwelling” is a dwelling where 

a census worker has not been able to make 

contact with a member of the household and the 

census worker believesthe dwelling was occupied 

by usual residents on census day. Reasons why 

contact was not made include “not at home”, 

“incapacity”, and “refusal to come to the door on 

an enumerator visit to the household”. This count 

does not include refusals after contact has been 

made with a member of the dwelling.

31

10 Alberta Municipal Affairs, 2018, Municipal Census Manual: Requirements and Guidelines for Conducting a Municipal Census



Municipal Census Report • 2018

Rural Communities

Refers to the rural communities of Anzac, Conklin, 

Draper, Fort Chipewyan, Fort Fitzgerald, Fort 

McKay, Gregoire Lake Estates, Janvier and Saprae 

Creek Estates, all of which are located within the 

Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo.

Urban Service Area (USA) 

Fort McMurray is an Urban Service Area in 

the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo. 

Formerly a city, Fort McMurray became an 

Urban Service Area when it amalgamated with 

Improvement District No. 143 on April 1, 1995, 

to create the Regional Municipality of Wood 

Buffalo. The Fort McMurray Urban Service Area 

should be recognized as equivalent to a city by 

the Government of Alberta for the purpose of 

program delivery and grant eligibility.
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