
COUNSELLOR CONFLICT 
 

There are several members of Council who we believe are in a pecuniary conflict of interest 

related to these Applications.  We made mention of this when we submitted our documentation a 

few days ago, but being ignorant of the process, did not realize that there was only really one 

way that we could communicate this information to you once the 1
st
 Reading had taken place.  

We now understand that we have only one means of bring this forward to you.  We were trying 

to make this less embarrassing for all concerned and did not realize that that was possible. 

 

The first concern relates to Mayor Donald Scott. 

 

Over the past several years, Brad Friesen has talked to various Draper Residents and vacant 

property owners about starting an association with the goal of changing the zoning and Character 

of Draper to legalize his non-allowable commercial activities.  People opposed to his activities 

have been invited to such meetings and have discussed the matter with other Residents.  

 

This past year, Mr. Friesen organized and started the Draper Community Spirit Association with 

several other land owners, with the objective to: 

 

“Build community spirit and positive relationships with Wood Buffalo residents. 

Promote tourism, advocate for community development, advocate for appropriate 

infrastructure and land use. Promote responsible and reasonable development. 

preserve the heritage and historical sites and promote responsible and recreational 

use. Educate the public about the historical significance of the Draper area. Raise 

funds to carry out the goals of the organization.” 

 

We see this as nothing more than a group trying to commercialize our community, change our 

zoning, contravene our Municipal Development Plan and make money in a Community that was 

mandated as quiet country living for its residents.  The Dunvegan Garden applications are 

obviously part of this objective. 

 

Mayor Scott, after he was elected in the Municipal election in 2017, chose to carry on operating 

his local Fort McMurray law practice.  He is still a practicing member of the Law Society of 

Alberta (Exhibit 1) and is still the owner of the “Don Scott McMurray Law Office (Exhibit 2) 

and acts as a lawyer while doing his role as Mayor.   

 

The Don Scott McMurray Law Office acted as legal counsel for the Draper Community Spirit 

Association, formed the Association and continues to act as the Association’s registered office 

(Exhibit 3).  Mr. Brad Friesen is a Director of this Association. 

 

Accordingly, we believe that this creates a pecuniary conflict of interest as this Association pays 

this law office for its services and there exists a further conflict related to the duties of a lawyer 

to his client and we respectfully ask that he recuse himself from this matter. 
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Ward 3 candidate, Mr. Brad Lucier, pictured at his campaign function at Dunvegan Gardens’ 

retail store in Draper, campaigning with Donald Scott, Ward 1 candidate Krista Balsom and 

Brad Friesen.  This event took place after Mr. Friesen sent each candidate a letter on September 

20, 2017, asking them to provide him with their position concerning these Applications. 
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A second concern of pecuniary conflict relates to Counsellor Krista Balsom. 

 

We believe that this Counsellor is in a material conflict in relation to all matters related to 

Dunvegan Gardens.  Ms. Balsom owns a local magazine called YMM Magazine, which is owned 

by her corporation, “Balsom Communications Inc.”, with a registered office at Don Scott 

McMurray Law Office.  She is the “Editor-in-Chief/Publisher” of the magazine (Exhibit 4). 

 

The Magazine has regularly promoted Dunvegan Gardens over the years (Exhibit 5) and recently 

did an article in its Happy Holiday Guide 2017 Special Edition, published and circulated just 

before this past Christmas (Exhibit 6), after the election and the letter sent by Brad Friesen to 

candidates on September 30, 2017.  In this edition, it contains on page 33 an advertisement of 

Dunvegan Gardens, advertising its “Winter Wonderland, discussed in our Submission in relation 

to Counsellor Peddle’s promotions of the Christmas retail store.  The magazine also has an 

article about Dunvegan Gardens on page 34. 

 

Draper Residents also noticed that Krista Balsom posted a large election sign in Draper (Ward 3) 

during the last election, despite being a Ward 1 candidate.  We can only assume that she was 

attempting to obtain the support of Dunvegan Gardens’ customers who live in Ward 1.   

 

On September 30, 2017, Brad Friesen sent each candidate the following email: 

 

“Good Afternoon, 

I am writing to you in regards to the rezoning of Dunvegan Gardens 128 Garden Lane 

property. As Fort McMurray is about to vote in a new mayor and council, we feel it is 

important we know all the candidates views on this topic. 

Last winter we had over 15,000 signatures on a petition to keep the business here in Fort 

McMurray all signed by local residents. We're working on rezoning our property with the 

RMWB. With this in mind, we are going before council in October for this. We would 

like to know if you are in support of this application or not and please give us a reason for 

your answer. We would also appreciate your reply by Tuesday October 3, 2017 as we 

would like to share this with our social media followers since they are also curious to 

know who/ who doesn't support this. 

Thank you, 

Brad Friesen 

Dunvegan Gardens (AB) Ltd. 

VP of Operations, NCSO” 

After receiving this letter from Brad Friesen on September 30, 2017, Krista Balsom posted the 

following online on October 2, 2017: 
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Counsellor Balsom published this information, two days after Dunvegan Gardens asked 

Counsellor candidates to provide their position concerning the legalization of its business in 

Draper.   To our knowledge, Counsellor Balsom made no effort to determine what the issues 
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were in Draper from the Residents who oppose Dunvegan Gardens or who are affected by its 

illegal activities all these years that she has supported the business in her magazine. 

Accordingly, we believe that Counsellor Balsom is in a pecuniary conflict of interest in that she 

profits from the advertising of Dunvegan Gardens in her magazine that is at risk in these 

applications and has an established bias and we therefore respectfully request her to recuse 

herself from this matter. 
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