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Subject: Partnership Opportunity with the Fort McMurray Public 
School District  

APPROVALS: 
Carole Bouchard, Director 

Brian Makey, Executive Director 
Marcel Ulliac, Interim Chief Administrative Officer 

 
Administrative Recommendations: 
 
1. THAT the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo decline the offer to enter into a 

Partnership Statement of Commitment that was proposed by the Fort McMurray Public 
School District.  

 
2. THAT Administration explores the feasibility of piloting municipal counselling services at 

Timberlea Landing in 2015. 
 

3. THAT the Accommodation Services 2010-2030 Implementation Plan be updated to reflect 
the current and future space needs of the Municipality. 

 
Summary: 
 
The Fort McMurray Public School District (FMPSD) has proposed that the Regional 
Municipality of Wood Buffalo (Municipality) enter into a Partnership Statement of Commitment, 
including a capital investment, for a future school in Parsons Creek.  This partnership has the 
potential to address two emerging community needs: space for municipal counselling services 
and a stage performance area for new multi-cultural groups.  
 
Due to the FMPSD’s project design timelines, Council is required make a decision on the 
Partnership Statement of Commitment no later than June 15, 2014.  

 
Background: 
 
The high demand for gym bookings on the north side of the bridge, which the Facility Booking 
Coordinator in the Community Services Department confirmed, demonstrates the need for 
another adult size gym in Parsons Creek. However, since Council first viewed the report, Alberta 
Infrastructure indicated that they would have enough funding to accommodate the construction 
of an adult size gym. Moreover, Administration further explored the request for funding for a 
stage, but due to low demand for booking requests for stage usage in current schools, 
Administration deemed the $800,000 estimated cost was not required based on current demand.  
 
Another component of this partnership is counselling services. Currently, municipal counselling 
services are not available in the Timberlea/Thickwood area where 59 percent of clients have 
indicated they live. Ideally, citizens benefit from being able to access services close to home, and 
within their respective neighbourhood.   
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Administration compared the space currently available at Timberlea Landing to the space 
required to accommodate counselling services in the Timberlea/Thickwood area and has 
recommended that the Municipality base some of the current counselling staff members at a 
satellite office in order to offer counselling services in Timberlea Landing in 2015. If counselling 
services were to be offered at both Timberlea Landing and downtown, residents would have a 
choice of accessing counselling services depending on which location is most convenient. 
 
The Municipality has entered into a partnership with Alberta Infrastructure, the FMPSD and the 
Fort McMurray Catholic School District for the Eagle Ridge project, for a total of $10.052 
million, which includes the Centron Trust and Municipal contribution.  In the past, the 
Municipality has partnered with the Suncor Energy Center for the Performing Arts at Holy 
Trinity High School for a total of $2 million; however, no recent capital contribution agreements 
have occurred with the FMPSD. 
 
Finally, the Accommodation Services 2010-2030 Implementation Plan, which was accepted by 
Council on December 8, 2009, will need to be reviewed and updated to reflect current and future 
municipal space requirements.  
 
Alternatives: 

 
1. The Municipality declines to enter into a partnership agreement with the FMPSD. 

 
2. In 2015, initiate a pilot project offering municipal counselling services at Timberlea Landing, 

This would be on an interim basis during the piloting process, until a long-term solution can 
be explored. 

 
3. The Municipality enters into a partnership agreement with the FMPSD to make a capital 

contribution of $1,808,000 for the addition of a stage area to the gymnasium, a municipal 
counselling services area and eight (8) additional parking stalls.   

 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
 
There is space in Timberlea Landing that could accommodate counselling services without any 
additional cost, unless leasehold improvements are required. If leasehold improvements were 
required, Council could approve the costs during the 2015 Council budget deliberations.  
 
Rationale for Recommendations: 
 
The Partnership of Commitment is not required as there is unused space to accommodate 
counselling services in Timberlea Landing. If some counselling staff members were based out of 
Timberlea Landing, it would increase the Municipality’s capacity to meet community needs for 
counselling in the Thickwood/Timberlea area.  
 
Furthermore, the Parsons Creek School will include an adult sized gym without the need for 
additional funding and there is a low demand for a stage.  Therefore, Administration is 
recommending that the Municipality decline the FMPSD’s offer to enter into a Partnership 
Statement of Commitment by June 15, 2014. 
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Attachments: 
 
1. Letter of Partnership from the Fort McMurray Public School District, dated January 16, 2014 
2. Letter of Partnership from the Fort McMurray Public School District, dated May 13, 2014 

 


