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Written submission
Phase 2 of the DRIP program is a lot better, it offers more flexibility and clarity for business owners that
wish to utilize this amazing grant. I applaud the RMWB's efforts to adhere to our suggestions from
Phase 1. If approved, I'll be excited for the changes coming to Fort McMurray's core.

        

RMWB Mayor and Council
9909 Franklin Ave
Fort McMurray, AB
March 23, 2021
Dear Mayor & Council,
Fort McMurray Wood Buffalo Economic Development & Tourism (FMWBEDT) is writing to provide full support of
Phase 2 of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo’s Downtown Revitalization Incentives Program.
FMWBEDT is committed to supporting and building a thriving business community. Programs such as the
Downtown Revitalization Incentives Program support our efforts to retain and attract business and investment in
our region. This Program supports the retention of our local businesses by providing them with opportunity to
enhance and improve their property. It also positions Fort McMurray Wood Buffalo as a competitive market to
enter.
The Downtown Revitalization Incentives Program is a tool that is helping create a thriving and vibrant downtown
which will help retain and attract business and amenities, improving the quality of life for our residents in our
region.
FMWBEDT would like to thank the Planning & Development department of RMWB for all the hard work that has
gone into this program. We continue to work with RMWB to promote and support this program to enhance business
and investment in our region.
Sincerely,

Kevin Weidlich
President & CEO

RMWB
9909 Franklin Avenue,
Fort McMurray, Alberta, Canada
T9H 2K4
Dear RMWB,
We are writing to acknowledge that we are the recipient of the grants from the Downtown
Revitalization Incentives Program Policy FIN-320. Our organization exists to serve our
community and build a better tomorrow for all of our tenants. The Downtown Revitalization
Incentives Program is helpful in assisting us to reach our current goals. We are very thankful
that, due to receiving this grant from the program, our projects will now be able to move
forward in a timely manner to assist the Downtown community and improve our economic
situation.
The Downtown Revitalization Incentives Program has helped our tenants like the Ymm Market and
Avenue Coffee to upgrade so they could help revitalize downtown.
We are interested in the 2nd phase of the program and would like to see this program go forward.
We are a long-time business partner in Fort McMurray we are pleased to give support to the Downtown
Revitalization Incentives Program Policy FIN-320 Phase 2. We believe in raising awareness and giving
support to the revitalization of downtown. We are grateful to be accepted into these programs.
Achieving this goal to Revitalize downtown will be a great accomplishment not only for the Downtown
business but for all of the business and the city of Fort McMurray as a whole.
Thank you,
LIAM

Section 17 (1) FOIP
Fort McMurray, AB
T9H 3K7

17- 30 Riedel Street T9H 3E1

Office: 780.750.0846

Fax: 587.275.1888

March 22, 2021

Re: 2021 Downtown Revitalization Program Amendment

Council Members,

This letter is written to support the amendment that is being presented to you for approval
of a revision and continuance to the Downtown Revitalization Incentives Program. Fort
McMurray REALTORS® deal with the sale, lease, and rental of properties, we are in full
support of the financial leverage that this program has offered to business as they strive to
operate in our current economic conditions of such changes. Budgets are limited for many
for enhancing their physical locations and this program is such a benefit to so many. The
changes made in this amendment will assist in even further ways than the original.
Sustaining and attracting business to the downtown core is so important in building the
community of today and the future.

Respectfully,

Olive Wooden
Executive Officer
Fort McMurray REALTORS®

9909 Sutherland Street • Fort McMurray AB • T9H 1V3
Phone: 780-791-1124 Fax: 780-743-4724
www.fmreb.com

Delivered via email
mayor@rmwb.ca
February 11, 2021

Honourable Mayor and Members of Council
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo
9909 Franklin Avenue
Fort McMurray, Alberta
T9H 2K4

Subject:

Letter of Support for Continuance of Downtown Revitalization Incentives Program (DRIP)

Dear Mayor Scott and Councillors,
The Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo (RMWB) has identified downtown revitalization and regional
economic development as key strategic priorities that support the encouragement of development
downtown and business attraction through investigation and implementation of incentive initiatives. In
2019, the Wood Buffalo Downtown Revitalization Advisory Committee (WBDRAC) was created. This
Committee, established by Council, is comprised of community volunteers who advise and make
recommendations to Council on matters pertaining revitalization in downtown Fort McMurray.
The current RMWB Downtown Revitalization Incentive Program (DRIP) success is an indicator that these
incentives are helping property and business owners improve their premises, attract customers and
tenants, and make the choice to stay downtown in Fort McMurray. As Committee Chair, I’d like to take
this opportunity on behalf of the committee to thank Council and Municipal Administration for work to
date to create and implement the DRIP and inform you that at a regular meeting of the committee on
February 3, 2021; the WBDRAC unanimously indicated support for ongoing review and investment in this
program in 2021.
Sincerely,

Roy Williams, Committee Chair
Downtown Revitalization Advisory Committee

cc:

Jamie Doyle, Chief Administrative Officer, RMWB
Matthew Hough, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, RMWB
Brad McMurdo, Director, Planning and Development, RMWB
Jade Brown, Chief Legislative Officer, RMWB
Members of the Wood Buffalo Downtown Revitalization Advisory Committee
9909 Franklin Avenue, Fort McMurray, Alberta, Canada, T9H 2K4 • www.rmwb.ca
Anzac • Conklin • Draper • Fort Chipewyan • Fort Fitzgerald • Fort McKay
Fort McMurray • Gregoire Lake Estates • Janvier • Mariana Lake • Saprae Creek Estates

9715 Main St, Suite 200
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 1T5

FORT MCMURRAY

CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION

(780) 791-9288
ed@fmca.net
fmca.net

April 12, 2021
Mayor & Council
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo
9909 Franklin Avenue
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 2K4
Re: Agenda item 7.1: Downtown Revitalization Incentives Program (2021) ‐ Phase 2
Dear Mayor and Council,
As you know, over the past 4 to 5 years, the local business community has been hit hard by a Wildfire, Economic
downturn, flood, and a pandemic.
Governments at all levels will have no choice to provide some sort of stimulus to restart the economy.
Investment in construction projects of all sizes will provide jobs for trades people who will spend their wages back
into the local economy. Suppliers of materials and other support services will also benefit, again providing jobs in
the local economy. Small businesses will benefit from the boost in the local
economy and provide support for local initiatives such as the Food Bank and United Way.
We see Phase 2 as an integral part of stimulating the local economy in Fort McMurray. However, we would
encourage the following amendments:
 That at least 1 quote be obtained from a local contractor.
 That the RMWB encourage the use of the membership directory of the Fort McMurray Chamber of
Commerce, Fort McMurray Construction Association, and the Northeastern Alberta Aboriginal Business
Association (NAABA) for sourcing of local contractors.
 That the RMWB consider increasing the budget from 1.8M to 5M for Phase 2
 And finally, that council consider a similar project for all other areas of the RMWB, not just the businesses
in the downtown core.
By increasing the budget, creating a similar program to all businesses in other areas, and suggesting the use of the
local contractors, you will help businesses build connections with other professionals and boost the local
economy.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at your
convenience.
Regards

Keith Plowman, President

The Voice of the Construction Industry in Wood Buffalo

Section 17 (1) FOIP

April 8, 2021
Honourable Mayor and Members of Council
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo
9909 Franklin Avenue
Fort McMurray, Alberta
T9H 2K4
Subject: Letter of Support for Continuance of the Downtown Revitalization Incentives
Program (DRIP)
Dear Mayor Scott and Councillors,
The Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo (RMWB) has identified downtown revitalization and
regional economic development as key strategic priorities that support the encouragement of
development downtown and business attraction through implementation of incentive initiatives.
The Wood Buffalo Development Advisory Committee (WBDAC) was created by Council to
advise on local development initiatives and recommend investment opportunities to encourage
and facilitate development in the Municipality. Based on an overview of DRIP information
presented by Administration to the WBDAC on April 7, 2021 and with consensus of the
committee, I’d like to take this opportunity on behalf of the committee to thank Council and
Municipal Administration for work to date to create and implement the DRIP and inform you that
the WBDAC unanimously indicated support for investment in this incentive program.
Sincerely,

Bryce Kumka, Committee Chair
Wood Buffalo Development Advisory Committee
cc: Jamie Doyle, Chief Administrative Officer, RMWB
Matthew Hough, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, RMWB
Brad McMurdo, Director, Planning and Development, RMWB
Jade Brown, Chief Legislative Officer, RMWB
Members of the Wood Buffalo Development Advisory Committee

9909 Franklin Avenue, Fort McMurray, Alberta, Canada, T9H 2K4 www.woodbuffalo.ab.ca
Anzac • Conklin • Draper • Fort Chipewyan • Fort Fitzgerald • Fort MacKay
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BILD Wood Buffalo support for Wood Buffalo Downtown
Revitalization Advisory Committee Initiatives Program.
To RMWB Council and administration.
April 13 2021
Amanda Haitas presented an overview to the BILD Wood Buffalo board at our
AGM March 25. The group had a very open discussion. BILD Wood Buffalo
welcomes the discussion and dialogue with the RMWB staff on new initiatives
that provide assistance to building a vibrant welcoming community that we all call
home.
BILD Wood Buffalo is in support of the recent initiatives of the Downtown
Revitalization grants to help to create a vibrant downtown.
Material costs have been quickly rising and many companies are still struggling
due to the 2020 flood damage, Covid‐19 restrictions, and low oil prices due to
reduced demand. Companies need help and this can set our downtown up for the
economic recovery after Covid.
Thanks for allowing us to contribute.
The Directors of BILD Wood Buffalo

Bild Wood Buffalo
Steve Auty
Andrew Phillips
Jordan Weston
Mike Walsh
Rodney Capstick
Dan Soupal
Carmelo Daprocida

Cliff Maron
Wes Holodniuk
Roy Williams
Morgan Simms
Andrew Weir
James Goertz
Charles Swartz

Dear Mayor and Council,

This letter is intended to show my support for the Downtown Revitalization Programs re-launch for this
spring. As we all know the downtown of any city is a vital part of the image and economy of that town.
Our city is no different. Over the past 6 years we have continued to move business and amenities to the
satellite communities in our region diminishing the need or want to travel downtown for entertainment
and leisure. In the wake of these decisions downtown has become old and tired looking which makes
the appeal even less. There after business sales drop and business owners like myself incur the cost of
trying to be appealing to and create a destination for our residents in our city.
It’s a downward spiral which is hard to recover from. The Downtown Revitalization Programs give
business owners a boost that both the businesses and the downtown need to start actually start turning
the ship in the right direction. It’s the first real step we have taken downtown and we appreciate all the
help we can get right now.

Thank you ,

Stu Wigle
Earls Restaurant

