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Main Findings:

* A culturally important Métis settlement with deep historical roots.
However, this does not preclude that Treaty people also called the
place home.

» Between 1975 and 1981, The New Town of Fort McMurray
collaborated with Northward Developments Ltd. (Syncrude-owned)
to evict the Moccasin Flats families to build the River Park Glen
housing complex.

» By calling the Moccasin Flats residents “squatters,” the Town used
property law to justify their eviction, and ignored the Indigenous
identity, history, and rights of the Moccasin Flats residents.

» The evictions fragmented the Moccasin Flats community. It
disrupted relationships to the land, had cultural and socio-economic
Impacts, and has been a source of intergenerational trauma.



Moccasin Flats was a Road Allowance Community




Moccasin Flats as a Home

You'd see maybe 15, maybe 20 tents [at Moccasin Flats]. And then
there was the people that had their wooden structures uh, their small
shacks, or whatever you want to call them: houses. To them it was
their home. | kind of felt that about my tent. | was thinking, |
-parked my tent beside Uncle Pat [Shott]'s house, my little home.
And | owned a piece of that riverbank too.

- Neils Langevin
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Occupancy at Moccasin Flats

“Well like | said my grandfather,
great grandfather came [to
MacDonald Island] in the
1800s...And already then we
were talking about Moccasin
Flats of being settled, you
know? People lived there like |
said in the summer time. Some
people stayed all year long.
The majority of people stayed
there summer time and moved
away in the winter to go trapplng
You know? Come back in the
spring time to work for the boats
or railroads."

- Cameron MacDonald

TENTATIVE PLAN
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in 1978

Table 4: Heads of Household and Families Residing at Moccasin Flats, as
recorded from oral history and by Fort McMurray Board of Administrators

Pat and Maria Shott

Ben Powder

Cameron MacDonald

Ron Currie

Walter Malcom

Fred Kreutzer

Arthur Boucher

Bob Armit

Michell Gladu

Baxter Gillingham

Peter, Loretta, Jeff, and
Maryanne
Sluchinski

Mickey Patterson

Harriet Folley

Ed Cooper and Celina

Pauline

Julie Lindstrom
Harpe
Desjarlais Catherine Boucher Tourangeau
Freddie Boucher Harvey Boucher Campre
Cardinal & more...




“You know where the dike is? Used to be tents from there all the way to
Waterways. People used to live along the river in summer time."

- Anonymous

P2007.164.1 - Fort McMurray, circa 1930. Credit Fort McMurray Historical Society.



“[W]here you met a lot of people, a lot of Elders. They had stories
to tell, just like everybody else, and they got along. | mean when they
got along well was when they came up and they’d visit other people.
My mother and father knew quite a few of those people and they all
seemed to get along very well. They'd come together as one big
bunch, happy families. But those days are gone."

- Almer Waniandy

Lola, David, and Almer growing up at Moccasin Flats, 1950s



Moccasin Flats was a place where families could maintain and
renew their cultural way of life that relied on living off the land.

MOCCASIN FLATS

Rty Houne

Moccasin Flats Traplines
- Moccasin Flats Traplines

\ River Lot 5

Moccasin Flats Historical Extent

At Horoar onger Historical Traplines Held by Moccasin Flats Residents - —

1:150,000



Sewer Line proposal and negotiations with the Metis
Association of Alberta, 1975



February 25, 1976v

February 1976, Northward requests the eviction of Moccasin
Flats families. The Hondurébledﬁyﬂ./}}ogle

Minister Res sible for

monton, Alberta

Dear Mr. Bogle:

Re: Squatters - Syne-River
Fort McMurray, Alberta

‘As Northward Developments Ltd., we have acquired an option to purchase

S River Lot 5 in Fort McMurray which adjoins the Syne and the Athabasca
Rivers. Our interests in River Lot 5 is in its-potential for the de-—
velopment of a major residential urban complex. While our concept is
only in the very preliminary design phase, one of the keys to its
economical and practical success will be our ability to have free un-
restricted access to the Syne River.

Obviously, therefore, we are very concerned to receive the attached
letter from Brownlee Fryett, Barristers and Solicitors, advising us
that the town of Fort McMurray would be initiating expropriation pro-
ceedings to obtain an easement through River Lot 5 for the construction
of a sanitary sewer. This easement is necessitated by the inability of
the town to solve the problem of the squatters. We would partlcularly
draw your attention to Paragraph #2 of the attached letter.

As Northward Developments ve have, and will continue to, cooperate with
the town of Fort McMurray in every reasonable way. We feel in this
instance, however, the major problem is not the location of the sanitary
sewer, but rather the inability to solve the problem of the squatters.

We feel that if the town succeeds in its expropriation, a major incentive
to deal with the problem will have been removed.

We urgently solicit the cooperation and support of your department in

dealing with the problem. We would be pleased to meet with you and

the town to discuss this further if appropriate.

_We have taken the liberty of providing a copy of this letter and the
letter from Brownlee Fryett to your cabinet colleagues Messrs. Johnston
and Yurko; the Chairman of the New Town Board of Fort McMurray, Mr.

Chuck Knight; and Mr. Mowers of the Federal Department of Indian Affairs.

We look forward to hearing further from you.

C Elson

Q\—Pre31dent






Northwards Development Agreement Includes Condition to Buy
Moccasin Flats After evicting the Families:

“That upon the New Town of Fort McMurray being able to provide
clear title to and clear and unobstructed possession to
approximately 4.3 acres situated between River Lot 5 and the
Snye River, that the New Town of Fort McMurray will sell, transfer
and convey and Northward developments Ltd. will purchase the
same from the New Town of Fort McMurray at and for a total
consideration of ONE THOUSAND ($1,000.00) DOLLARS per
acre...”



Fenced Out



Relocation Program: Relocated familie ' :
. S must sign aw
Moccasin Flats gn away rights to

of Fort McMurray, in the Province of Alberta, do for mweebffourselves,

xy/our heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, hereby quit claim

all my/our right, title and interest of every nature and kind whatsoever

and without restricting the generality of the foregoing, including all

rights, mineral rights, rights under any lease oY agreement, rights of

or by occupancy, squatter's rights and tenant's rights; 4n all or any

part of the property located at Clearwater Drive between Richard Street

and MacDonald Drive, and in the house presently owned by me/us and

located on or near the said property, and X/we do further hereby

release, acquit and forever discharge by these presents for wweule/ourselves,
wyfour heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, release and forever
discharge The New Town of Fort McMurray and any other person, firm or
corporation charged or chargeable with responsibility or liability,

{ts heirs, representatives, officers, administrators, successors and
assigns, from all and all claims and demands, damages Or COSES OF suits

or actions with respect to the aforementioned lands and the house located



Decenber 11, 1978

Ted Mason asks residents to leave the Snye

WITECUT PREJUDICE

As you are no doubt aware, the occupation of the
land aleng the Snye has been an issue for some. time. The Town
has made a, commitment to clear the Snye area of occupants, and
In order to meet that commitment, we have made provisicn for the
relocaticn of seven family units idemtified through consultation
and agreement in 1975. No provision hes been made for an alternstive
for any other occupant, and I am not empowered to make any provision
for such an alternative.

In view of the foregoing, I would very much
appreciate it if you could make arrangements tc move as soon as
possible. Your co-operation would be very much appreciated.

Yours truly,

,,¢(5uouh£? Chq;VMGF-
,/-—é\)é /L[W

" W.E. MASON
Chairman,
Board of Administrators
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May 14, 1981, Sheriff John Easton and Bylaw Officer Brian Irvine
Evict Remaining Moccasin Flats Families



Joe Blyan, MAA vice
president at the time, said,

“It wasn’t one particular group
of people who made this
country, it was all of us. We just
want you, the mayor and the
others gathered here to know
that we want to be treated like
the rest of you. No man should
have the right to take another
man’s land away, especially if it
IS his home; and that’s the issue
here, a man’s home was
destroyed yesterday.”

Ray Djuff, “Families on Snye evicted,” Fort
McMurray Today, May 15, 1981.



Impacts of the Evictions, as Recorded in Interviews

1. Cultural and way of life 2. Socio-economic



Cultural Impacts: Social Fragmentation

“[W]e're all neighbours and everybody knew each other, eh. Kids
played with each other and, you know. So then once the [homes]
were taken away, well, we moved here, and the others moved

there. You know, everybody separated.”

- Anonymous



Cultural Impacts: Relationships to the land were disrupted

“[A]fter thinking there, it didn’t affect me as it did affect, I'd say, my
mom the most. Because of her way of life. You know, she grew up
In the woods, traplines and this and that. And in between the house
and the shed that was her little area for her cooking. We used to make
moose hides every fall there, the traditional way. And that got all
affected when you move up to Beacon Hill, because you can’t
even start a fire in your backyard. So, you know, it was like two
thirds of your life were taken away when that happened. That’s
who it really affected the most."



Cultural Impacts: Intergenerational Effects

“Intergenerational effects include disconnection to land as well as
never having time or healthy resources to heal...l always imagine
what it would be like to be able to feel a part of a land base with
roots and a community of family and friends, but the legacy of
relocation and instability lingered into my life...l would love to move
back and feel a sense of community and family but the cost of
living and lack of land base leaves me wondering if | will ever
return.”

- Anonymous



Socio-Economic Impacts: Housing Insecurity, Finances, and
Homelessness

“low-standard” dwellings, compared to other houses being developed
at that time in Fort McMurray.

- Anonymous

“After they kicked us out of there we went through real hard
times, you know? | think they owe us. Other people got trailers and
we didn’t, and we had two children going to school...We struggled to
find another place and we slept in MacDonald Island sometimes.”

- Anonymous



Avenues to Reconciliation

Compensation for Families
(land, monetary, remaining trailer)

Monument

Métis (Indigenous) Cultural Centre

Land Transfer — McMurray Métis
Reconstruct Snye Dike to Allow Water Flow
Cultural Competency Education

Further Research: archaeology, genealogy,
other evictions, municipal bylaw review

Apology



Thank you

Hereward Longley Tara L. Joly
hereward@ualberta.ca taralynnjoly@gmail.com
780-257-1766 778-281-0381



