Council Meeting Presentation Request
Completed requests to make a public presentation must be received by 12:00 noon on the Wednesday immediately prior to
the scheduled meeting. Presentations are a maximum of 5 minutes in duration.

Presentation Information
Preferred Date of Presentation

Tues Feb 13 2018

Name of Presenter(s)

Ron Quintal

Organization Represented

McKay Metis

Topic

Affordable Housing

Please List Specific
Points/Concerns

The lack of affordable housing in Fort McKay

Action Being Requested of
Council

We are seeking a letter of support be sent to GoA Indigenous Relations to support
our application for off reserve affordable housing for Indigenous Peoples

Are you providing any supporting documentation (ie: Powerpoint)?

X Yes ___ No

If yes, the documentation must accompany this request, as handouts will not be distributed at the meeting. To ensure that your documents meet
minimum standards, please see presentation guidelines on the next page.
Supporting documents may be e-mailed to Legislative.Assistants@rmwb.ca.
As per Procedure Bylaw No. 14/025, a request to make a presentation may be referred or denied.

Council Meeting Presentation Request
Completed requests to make a public presentation must be received by 12:00 noon on the Wednesday immediately prior to
the scheduled meeting. Presentations are a maximum of 5 minutes in duration.

Presentation Information
Preferred Date of Presentation

Tues Feb 13 2018

Name of Presenter(s)

Ron Quintal

Organization Represented

McKay Metis

Topic

Supporting a Metis Consultation Policy

Please List Specific
Points/Concerns

GoA is developing an off settlement Metis consultation policy and we are seeking
support in this policies development

Action Being Requested of
Council

A letter of support to GoA Indigenous Affairs

Are you providing any supporting documentation (ie: Powerpoint)?

X Yes ___ No

If yes, the documentation must accompany this request, as handouts will not be distributed at the meeting. To ensure that your documents meet
minimum standards, please see presentation guidelines on the next page.
Supporting documents may be e-mailed to Legislative.Assistants@rmwb.ca.
As per Procedure Bylaw No. 14/025, a request to make a presentation may be referred or denied.

Jan 30 2018
RMWB Mayor and Council
9099 Franklin Ave
Fort McMurray AB
T9H2K4
Dear Mayor Scott and RMWB Council
RE: MCKAY METIS REQUESTS SUPPORT FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The lack of affordable housing in the rural areas of the RMWB has reached crisis levels. There
are many homeless individuals in each rural community that are couch-surfing or bouncing from
house to house. Other families have three or more generations living under one roof, in
crowded and cramped conditions. Additionally, the social housing that does exist is often
dilapidated. The fact that the conditions are worse for the indigenous and rural residents of the
RMWB is not lost on the citizens of these hamlets. Despite this, any money that is invested has
been going to the urban area of Fort McMurray, even though there is currently a 30% vacancy
rate. For example, to date, zero dollars have been invested by the RMWB in Fort McKay for
affordable housing, and the community has had to perform this function themselves, spending
millions to construct new housing units for their members. Urgent action is required to bring
these units up to standard and to construct new ones.
Thankfully, the Government of Alberta has recognized this issue and has set aside $120M for
off-reserve-affordable-housing for indigenous peoples. The McKay Metis are asking for RMWB
Mayor and Council to author and submit a letter to Alberta Indigenous Affairs in support of our
grant application to access these much-needed funds.
Enclosed in this package is a suggested motion for council as well as a draft letter that spells out
our concerns that you can use as a template. Please feel free to contact Jay Telegdi at 780-8817062 or gr@fortmckaymetis.com if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Ron Quintal
President
Fort McKay Community Association

SUGGESTED MOTION OF RMWB COUNCIL;
“That council request the mayor to issue a letter in support for McKay Metis’ funding application to
Alberta’s Indigenous Affairs for off reserve affordable housing for indigenous people.”
SUGGESTED LETTER TO INDIGENOUS RELATIONS
19th floor, Commerce Place
10155 – 102 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5J 4G8
Dear the Hon Richard Feehan- Minister of Indigenous Relations for Alberta
RE: SUPPORTING MCKAY METIS’ APPLICATION TO ALBERTA INDIGENOUS RELATIONS FOR OFF
RESERVE AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLE.
This letter is to offer support for McKay Metis’ request to Alberta’s department of Indigenous
Relations for funds for affordable housing for off reserve indigenous housing.
We would like to confirm that the rural hamlet of Fort McKay is a community in need of such a
program as their residents often face significant barriers to prosperity. Being a remote
community with few services, amenities or opportunities has resulted in an elevated level of
people either currently being homeless, or in risk of becoming homeless. Many in the rural
hamlet stay with extended family in crowded, multi-generation and/or multi-family households.
In keeping with our TRC commitments, our 10 year plan to eliminate homelessness, and in an
effort to begin equalizing living conditions between the urban and rural centers within the
RMWB, we request that the Government of Alberta assist us in this endeavour by making funds
available to help correct this.
If you require any more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (insert phone
number) or (insert email).
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Mayor Don Scott
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jan 30, 2018
RMWB Mayor and Council
9099 Franklin Ave
Fort McMurray AB
T9H2K4
Dear Mayor Scott and RMWB Council
RE: SUPPORTING McKAY METIS FOR AN ALBERTAN METIS CONSULTATION POLICY
The McKay Metis are writing to seek Mayor and Councils ‘ assistance in our effort to
develop an off settlement Metis consultation policy for the province of Alberta. The fact
that there is no such policy for Metis communities in Alberta has had the effect of
shutting them out of discussions about industrial projects taking place on their
traditional lands. This results in our Metis communities often having to spend hundreds
of thousands of dollars appealing project approvals to the regulator, just so that we can
have discussions on how to guard against threats to our culture, lifestyle and
environment. In 2018, this is an unacceptable and discriminatory practice.
But this is about to change. For the past year and a half the Metis Communities of Fort
Chipewyan, Fort McKay, Fort McMurray, Willow Lake, Conklin and Chard, collectively
known as the Athabasca River Metis (ARM) have been working with the Alberta Minister
of Indigenous Relations, Richard Feehan to create an off-settlement Metis consultation
policy. The first draft of this policy is expected this spring and it would make it a
requirement for industry to consult with Metis communities on projects occurring
within their traditional territory. This is not a question of if this policy will be developed,
it’s only a question of where the funds would be distributed.
Therefore we are seeking assistance from the RMWB in the form of a letter that
confirms the following.
•

•
•

that the Metis communities of Fort Chipewyan, Fort McKay, Fort McMurray,
Willow Lake, Conklin and Chard are the only Metis communities operating within
the RMWB,
that the RMWB sits on unceded Metis lands,
that the Metis communities or ARM are part of a regional historic and
contemporary Metis community,

•
•
•

that any impact dollars that are negotiated with industry proponents stay within
the RMWB and are not diverted to any other jurisdiction,
that the Metis communities of the RMWB have the capacity, ability and
authority to negotiate on behalf of their respective communities,
that any funds that are negotiated are in fact needed and can be put to good use
within the communities in question.

We are asking that a letter to this effect be delivered to the Hon. Richard Feehan,
Alberta’s Minister of Indigenous Relations without delay, as we are currently in the
process of constructing this policy.
We would like to applaud the RMWB for your recent efforts to implement the
recommendations from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, as well as your efforts
to rectify the persistent lack of services and facilities within the rural and indigenous
communities. It is because of actions such as these that we view the municipality as a
support and ally in this endeavour. Enclosed in this package is a suggested motion from
council as well as a draft letter that spells out our concerns that you can use as a
template. Please feel free to contact Jay Telegdi at 780-881-7062 or
gr@fortmckaymetis.com if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Ron Quintal
President
Fort McKay Community Association

SUGGESTED MOTION OF RMWB COUNCIL
“That council request the mayor to issue a letter to Albert's Indigenous Affairs in support of the
McKay Metis’ position on the need for a Metis consultation policy that mandates companies
to consult directly with the impacted Metis communities within the RMWB.”
SUGGESTED LETTER TO INDIGENOUS RELATIONS
19th floor, Commerce Place
10155 – 102 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5J 4G8
Dear Hon. Richard Feehan- Minister of Indigenous Relations for Alberta
RE: SUPPORTING A METIS CONSULTATION POLICY IN ALBERTA

It is our understanding that you are working with the Athabasca River Metis (ARM) to
develop an off-settlement Metis consultation policy for the Province of Alberta. This
letter is to offer support to ARM in their effort to establish this. We would like to
confirm that the Metis Communities of Fort Chipewyan, Fort McKay, Fort McMurray,
Willow Lake, Conklin and Chard are the only Metis communities or organizations
operating within our region, and the only ones we recognize as representing their
members.
The Metis communities of the RMWB are at the very forefront of the Metis movement
across Canada. We are proud to share this region with such innovative, successful,
democratic and transparent indigenous governments. These communities offer a wide
array of programs and services for their members in the areas of cultural retention,
employment, environmental stewardship and health promotion. No other Metis
organizations offer any such programming or services within the RMWB.
Additionally, as it is the local Metis communities who bear the brunt of the impacts from
industrial development, we feel that it is the local communities that deserve the right to
be consulted on projects occurring on their traditional territories. Furthermore, it is the
RMWB’s position that any impact dollars that are negotiated with industry should
remain in the affected community, and not be diverted to any other organization
outside the RMWB.
In keeping with our TRC commitments the RMWB recognizes that it sits on unceded
Metis land, and that the six Metis locals operating in the municipality are part of a
regional historic and contemporary Metis community. It is the position of the RMWB
that these communities are entitled to a policy that recognizes the rights these
communities hold, and the benefits they bring to the citizens of this region. We are
proud to work with ARM and the individual Metis communities, and we see them as an
asset to the region. We are happy to assist them in receiving the recognition that they
deserve.
If you require any more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (insert
phone number) or (insert email).
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Mayor Don Scott

