
 COUNCIL REPORT 
   Meeting Date:  June 12, 2018 

 

 

Department:  Engineering  1 / 3 

Subject: Rural Water and Sewer Servicing - Residents' 
Contributions 

APPROVALS: 
 

 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Director Chief Administrative Officer 

 

Recommended Motion: 

 
THAT residents served by the new Rural Water and Sewer Servicing system be 
required to contribute $16,000 ($10,000 in Saprae Creek) to the Municipality; 
 
THAT the Municipality fund the installation of service connections for residents served 
by the new system; and 
 
THAT Administration make funding requests to support this motion during 2019 budget 
deliberations. 
 

Summary: 

The purpose of this report is to clarify residents’ contributions to the Rural Water & 
Sewer Servicing (RWSS) program  and seek Council’s direction on the Municipality’s 
involvement in service connections. 

Background:   

The RWSS program started in 2014. The program includes: 

1) Water and Sewer Design and Construction - $189.75M 

2)  Road Design and Construction - $111.3M 

3) Land Acquisition - $4.6M 

Total RWSS program budget is $305.65M. 

Public perception is that residents’ contributions of $16,000 ($10,000 in Saprae Creek) 
per lot pays for installation of water and sewer service connections to each residence. 
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The estimated cost to install connections to all residential, industrial, commercial and 
institutional lots is $40M, which includes approximately 1,000 lots. 

Hamlets Approximate cost 

to connect each 

home 

Anzac  $27,000 

Conklin  $27,000 

Draper  $70,000 

Gregoire Lake Estates  $23,000 

Janvier  $70,000 

Saprae Creek Estates  $35,000 

The cost to connect to the RWSS system is prohibitive to many residents.  

Residents in Conklin can connect to the RWSS system starting in 2019. 

Alternatives: 

The following alternatives have the same total cost ($40M), but the cost is divided 
different ways. 

Alternative 1: Residents contribute $16,000 ($10,000 in Saprae Creek) per lot to the 
Municipality. Residents are also responsible for service connection costs. 

· Total residents’ contributions would be $16M plus $24M 

· Will result in few connections to the system due to prohibitive cost  

Alternative 2: Residents’ contributions are waived and the Municipality pays for the 
installation of service connections.  

· The Municipality would pay the full $40M cost 

· Would produce the highest number of connections because the cost is fully 
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subsidized by the Municipality 

 

Budget/Financial Implications: 

· Total residents' contributions would be $16M 

· RWSS program would require $24M of additional funding starting in 2019 

· Administration will make funding requests during 2019 budget deliberations and 
propose processes and bylaw amendments as needed 

Rationale for Recommendation:   

Service connections need to be affordable, and the cost of connecting equitable, for a 
critical mass of residents to connect to the RWSS system. With almost $200M 
committed to the program, and minimal population growth expected in the areas to be 
served, success and cost effectiveness of the system will be measured by how many 
residents connect. It is a commonly held belief that contributions of $16,000 ($10,000 in 
Saprae Creek) per lot will result in the installation of water and sewer connections; this 
will be the case with additional funding. 
 
Strategic Priorities: 
 
Responsible Government 
Rural and Indigenous Communities and Partnerships 
 
Attachments: 

1. Rural Water and Sewer Servicing PowerPoint presentation 

2. Chronology of Council Resolutions 

3. Council Report - Sept. 23, 2014 

4. Rural Water and Sewer Servicing Survey Results 2018 


