
 

 
Council Meeting 

Jubilee Centre Council Chamber 
9909 Franklin Avenue, Fort McMurray 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010
6:00 p.m.

 
Agenda 

 
 Call to Order 
 
 
 Opening Prayer 
 
 
 Adoption of Agenda 

 
 
 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
 
 
1. Regular Meeting – August 24, 2010 
 
 
 Those individuals in attendance at the meeting will be provided with an opportunity to address Council 

regarding an item on the agenda, with the exception of those items for which a Public Hearing is required 
or has been held.  Consistent with all delegations, each presentation will be allowed a maximum of five 
minutes. 

 
 
 Delegations 
 
 
 Presentations 
 
 
2. Mr. John Stelter, KPMG, re: 2009 Financial Status Presentation 
 
 
 Business Arising Out of Presentation 
 
 
3. 2009 Financial Information 
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 Reports 
 
 
4. Appointment of WBHDC Chair and Treasurer 
 
 
5. Dispute Regarding Contractual Agreement between Rick and Rose Haney and Wood 

Buffalo Housing And Development Corporation 
 
 
6. Lease Renewal – REC 850024 (Golf Course Expansion) 
 
 
7. Sale of Lot 6, Block 6, Plan 616AO – Lower Townsite Fort McMurray 
 
 
8. Lease: Northlands School Division – Anzac Municipal Reserve 
 
 
9. Land Sale between the Municipality and Abram’s Land Development Corporation 
 
 
10. Community Identification Committee Recommendations – Roadways in Rickard’s 

Landing Industrial Park 
 
 
11. Community Identification Committee Recommendation – Naming of Roadway in the 

Lower Townsite 
 
 
12. Northern Classic Outdoor Hockey Event – November 26, 2010  
 
 
13. Council Inquiries  
 
 
14. Notice of Motion – Proposed closure of Edmonton City Centre Airport (ECCA) 
 
 
 New and Unfinished Business 
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 Updates 
 

 
• Mayor’s Update 
• Reporting of Councillors on Boards and Committees 
• Administrative Update 

 
 

 Adjournment 



 
 

 

Subject: 2009 Financial Information 
APPROVALS: 

Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 
Elsie Hutton, Chief Financial Officer 

Patty King, Director 

 

COUNCIL  REPORT

Meeting Date:  September 14, 2010  

 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT the 2009 financial information as presented be received as information.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Municipal Government Act requires that every Alberta municipality prepare and submit a 
Financial Information Return and audited financial statements by May 1 of each year. 

Effective January 1, 2009, a new accounting standard (PSAB 3150) required municipal 
governments to record and amortize their tangible capital assets in their financial statements.    

 The deadline was extended by Alberta Municipal Affairs to September 30, 2010, to 
accommodate the requirement to implement the new (PSAB) standard.  To meet this 
requirement, we had to create a complete inventory and valuation of every tangible capital asset 
that the Municipality has in service today.  The work began in early 2008 and included 
researching archive documents, insurance records, and information from various corporate data 
bases.   The consolidated information about the existing inventory of assets, the cost of its use 
and the needs for its replacement will facilitate better management of assets, development of 
appropriate maintenance and replacement policies, identification and disposal of surplus assets, 
and better management of risks.   

We are still completing the various pieces of the project, and unfortunately, the remaining work 
will not be complete in time to present the audited financial statements to Council prior to the 
October election.  The finalization of this work will not impact the identified 2009 operating 
surplus.  

Budget/Financial Implications:

The 2009 year ended with an accumulation of an operating surplus of $36.2 million 
predominately due to unfilled positions and less than budgeted contract/consultant activity. As 
per Bylaw No. 02/078, year end operating surpluses are to be transferred to the Emerging Issues 
Reserve and will form part of the unrestricted surplus for future use.   

 

Author:  Patty King, Director 
Department:  Financial Services  1 / 2 
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Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
To provide the 2009 financial information to the current Council in a public forum.   
 
Attachments:
 

1) Municipal Operating Budget to Actual Comparison  
2) Significant Variance Explanations    

 







 
 

 

Subject: 2009 Financial Information 
APPROVALS: 

Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 
Elsie Hutton, Chief Financial Officer 

Patty King, Director 

 

COUNCIL  REPORT

Meeting Date:  September 14, 2010  

 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT the 2009 financial information as presented be received as information.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Municipal Government Act requires that every Alberta municipality prepare and submit a 
Financial Information Return and audited financial statements by May 1 of each year. 

Effective January 1, 2009, a new accounting standard (PSAB 3150) required municipal 
governments to record and amortize their tangible capital assets in their financial statements.    

 The deadline was extended by Alberta Municipal Affairs to September 30, 2010, to 
accommodate the requirement to implement the new (PSAB) standard.  To meet this 
requirement, we had to create a complete inventory and valuation of every tangible capital asset 
that the Municipality has in service today.  The work began in early 2008 and included 
researching archive documents, insurance records, and information from various corporate data 
bases.   The consolidated information about the existing inventory of assets, the cost of its use 
and the needs for its replacement will facilitate better management of assets, development of 
appropriate maintenance and replacement policies, identification and disposal of surplus assets, 
and better management of risks.   

We are still completing the various pieces of the project, and unfortunately, the remaining work 
will not be complete in time to present the audited financial statements to Council prior to the 
October election.  The finalization of this work will not impact the identified 2009 operating 
surplus.  

Budget/Financial Implications:

The 2009 year ended with an accumulation of an operating surplus of $36.2 million 
predominately due to unfilled positions and less than budgeted contract/consultant activity. As 
per Bylaw No. 02/078, year end operating surpluses are to be transferred to the Emerging Issues 
Reserve and will form part of the unrestricted surplus for future use.   

 

Author:  Patty King, Director 
Department:  Financial Services  1 / 2 
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Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
To provide the 2009 financial information to the current Council in a public forum.   
 
Attachments:
 

1) Municipal Operating Budget to Actual Comparison  
2) Significant Variance Explanations    

 







Author:  Michael Evans 
Department:  Stakeholder Relations   1 / 2 

 
 

COUNCIL REPORT
Meeting Date:  September 14, 2010  

 

Subject: Appointment of WBHDC Chair and Treasurer  

APPROVALS: 
Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer 

Mike Evans, Executive Director 
                                                           

 
 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT Mr. Kim Jenkins is appointed Chair and that Mr. Steve Auty is appointed Treasurer of the 
Board of Directors of the Wood Buffalo Housing and Development Corporation effective 
immediately. 
 
Summary: 
 
The Board of Directors (“the Board”) of the Wood Buffalo Housing and Development 
Corporation (“WBHDC”) is recommending that Mr. Jenkins be appointed by Council to succeed 
Ms. Brenda Erskine as its Chair.  Ms. Erskine has resigned from the Board.  Mr. Jenkins was 
identified in late 2009 by the Board as Ms. Erskine’s successor and has been working with her to 
ensure his sufficient understanding of the position in order to effect an orderly transition.  
 
Mr. Keith Minaker, WBHDC’s Treasurer, has also resigned from the Board.  The Board is 
recommending that Mr. Steve Auty be appointed as Treasurer while it recruits to fill current 
vacancies, after which time it will make a recommendation to Council for an appointment to 
Treasurer from among its members.  
 
Background: 
 
Officers of WBHDC, including the Chair and Treasurer, must be appointed from among the 
Board’s current membership.   
 
Section 8.2 of WBHDC’s Articles of Association assigns the authority to appoint both the Chair 
and Treasurer of the Corporation to Council. 
 
It is important, therefore, that these vacancies be filled as quickly as possible in order to enable 
WBHDC to continue without interrupting its business of providing social and affordable housing 
within the Municipality.   
 
Given the planned succession of Mr. Jenkins to the position of Chair, WBHDC’s Board has 
requested that he be appointed as Chair for the remainder of his term.  Mr. Jenkins was first 
appointed in January, 2009.  He is eligible to serve at least one more term.  
Mr. Minaker’s resignation was not anticipated and so the Board does not have a succession plan in 
place for the position of Treasurer.  However, WBHDC cannot easily undertake its business 
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without a Treasurer and Mr. Auty has agreed to serve on an acting basis until such time as the 
Board is prepared to make a recommendation to Council for a term appointment, expected later in 
2010.  Mr. Auty was first appointed in January, 2009.  He is eligible to serve at least one more 
term.  
 
Both candidates have the explicit endorsement of the Board and have indicated their willingness to 
serve in the designated capacity.   
 
Administration is currently working to conclude negotiations with both municipal Part IX 
corporations, WBHDC and the MacDonald Island Park Corporation (MIPC), to execute operating 
agreements as per Council’s direction.  Executing these agreements will also include making 
amendments to both corporations’ articles of association and memoranda of association that may 
affect recruitment criteria and eligibility, and the means to appoint officers to both corporations. 
 
Alternatives: 
 
Council could choose to appoint different persons currently sitting on the Board to the vacant 
positions from its membership.    
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
 
None.  WBHDC, as a Part IX corporation, operates independently of the Municipality. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
Both Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Auty have received the endorsement of the Board.  Mr. Jenkins has 
spent most of the past year working with Ms. Erskine to ensure he is prepared to succeed her as 
Chair.  Mr. Auty’s appointment would be as the Treasurer, until such time as the Board is 
prepared to make a recommendation to Council for a term appointment in that position. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Letter dated August 17 to Mayor Blake advising the Municipality of Board resignations and 

requesting Council to make the specified appointments. 
2. Summary of Qualifications 



Attachment 1



Attachment 2 
Summary of Qualifications 

 
Kim Jenkins, proposed Chair 
Mr. Jenkins is presently the Superintendent of the Fort McMurray Catholic School District and 
has been a professional educator for 30 years.  He is a long-time resident of Fort McMurray and a 
highly engaged community member. 
 
Mr. Jenkins has been a Board member of the Wood Buffalo Housing and Development 
Corporation since 2008, and was identified to succeed the former Chair, Brenda Erskine, when he 
joined the Board. 
 
Other community and professional volunteer commitments has included the following. 
• Board of Directors, College of Alberta School Superintendents (CASS). 
• Past-President, CASS Zone 23. 
• Member, Comprehensive Regional Infrastructure Sustainability Plan (CRISP) Project Team 

through 2009-10.   
• 10-year member, Regional Aboriginal Recognition Awards Steering Committee. 
• Board member, Community Careers Cooperative, since 2008. 
• Fort McMurray Minor Hockey Association, Fort McMurray Mantas Swim Club, Fort 

McMurray Youth Soccer Association and Fort McMurray Arctic Winter Games. 
 
Mr. Jenkins has a Masters of Education degree from the University of Northern Colorado 
(Greely, Colorado); a Bachelor’s of Education degree from St. Thomas University (Fredericton, 
New Brunswick); and a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree from Mount Allison University 
(Sackville, New Brunswick).   
 
He has received additional training in Board governance from Banff Executive Leadership and 
policy governance through the Governance Coach System. 
 
Steve Auty, proposed Treasurer 
Mr. Auty has been a resident of Fort McMurray since 1976.  He is presently a supervisor in 
Mobile Maintenance and manages a $140 million annual maintenance plan for heavy equipment. 
 
Mr. Auty is also the owner/operator of a small home building/rental company in Fort McMurray, 
certified as a Progressive Home Warranty builder.   
 
In addition to having been a member of the WBHDC Board of Directors since 2008, Mr. Auty 
has community and professional volunteer commitments that include the following. 
• Past member, Urban Development Institute, Wood Buffalo affiliate. 
• Member, housing working group, Future Forward. 
• Member, North Parsons Creek Public Advisory Board. 
 
Mr. Auty graduated from the University of Guelph, Ontario Agricultural College in 1975. 
 
Like Mr. Jenkins, Mr. Auty has received additional training in Board governance from Banff 
Executive Leadership. 
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Subject: Dispute regarding Contractual Agreement between Rick and Rose 
Haney and Wood Buffalo Housing and Development Corporation 

APPROVALS: 
Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 

 
 
 
Administrative Recommendation: 
 
THAT the report, “Dispute regarding Contractual Agreement between Rick and Rose Haney and 
Wood Buffalo Housing and Development Corporation”, dated September 14, 2010, be received 
as information. 
 
Summary: 
 
Rick and Rose Haney, local realtors, entered into a contract with Wood Buffalo Housing and 
Development Corporation (WBHDC) in 2005.  The contract contained terms which would 
require the repayment of a purchase price reduction in the event that certain conditions were not 
met.  The conditions were not met, however, the Haneys have sought to have the terms of the 
contract changed to avoid repayment of the price reduction.  WBHDC has refused to change the 
contract and the Haneys have asked Council to intervene.  It is not in the best interests of the 
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo (the Municipality) to interfere with the decision made 
by WHBDC. 
 
Background: 
 
At the June 22, 2010 Council meeting, Council passed a resolution that the information presented 
by Rick Haney regarding his dispute with WBHDC be received as information and that 
Administration meet with WBHDC to review the details of the situation.   
 
Administration met with representatives of WBHDC on July 6, 2010.  The information obtained in 
that meeting together with information gathered within the Municipality is contained herein. 
 
In 2003 approximately 100 lots were made available to the public for affordable housing from 
Wood Buffalo Housing and Development Corporation in Prospect Pointe Parcel C (the Parcel).  
The price of the lots in the Parcel were reduced by $30,000.00 to provide more affordable 
housing with the proviso that the lot price reduction would not apply if the purchasers sold or 
rented the property within two years after the issuance of an Occupancy Certificate. 
 
The lots were allocated by draw for which all applicants were eligible without regard to ability 
to pay or income. 
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Rick and Rose Haney entered into an Agreement with WBHDC in 2005 to purchase one 
of the lots in the Parcel. The market lot price (excluding G.S.T) was listed at $130,473.00. The 
Agreement signed by the Haneys contained the price reduction as well as the condition that the 
lot price reduction would not apply if the purchasers sold or rented the property within two years 
after the issuance of an Occupancy Certificate. 
 
There is dispute between the Haneys and the builder which is the subject of a lawsuit. The 
Statement of Defence filed in that lawsuit by the Haneys indicates that the Haneys took 
possession of the home on March 9, 2007.  In the Counterclaim filed by the Haneys on the same 
date, the Haneys claim for judgment against the builder for the cost of rectifying deficiencies .   
The Haneys also indicated to the Municipality that the occupancy certificate was not issued 
until certain work valued at $6,000.00 was completed; however, based on the Court documents, 
it appears that all deficiencies were corrected before December 2007. It is unclear why the 
Haneys did not receive an occupancy certificate until October 2009. 
 
The Haneys sold the house after occupying the premises for more than two years, but less than 
2 years after the issuance of an occupancy certificate in October, 2009. 
 
Although the Municipality is permitted pursuant to the Alberta Building Code to require occupancy 
permits before occupancy of the building occurs, the Municipality has not, to date, made this 
mandatory.  Only developers of condominiums are required by the Condominium Property Act to 
supply an occupancy permit to purchasers of condominiums. 
 
Under the terms of the Agreement between the Haneys and WBHDC (clause 29), the 2 year 
requirement was calculated from the issuance of an occupancy certificate, not from actual 
occupancy.  The Agreement specified that if the Purchaser sold or rented the property to any third 
party or tenant prior to two years after the issuance of the occupancy permit, the $30,000.00 price 
reduction plus legal fees would become due and owing to WBHDC. 
 
The Haneys’ obligation to obtain an occupancy certificate arose solely from their contract with 
WBHDC.  The Haneys are not unsophisticated purchasers.  They are both experienced real estate 
agents and, as such, would be very familiar with real estate contracts.  If they were unclear of the 
terms of the contract they knew or ought to have known that they could seek legal advice before 
signing. 
 
In his presentation to Council, Mr. Haney indicated that the Haneys now wish to change the terms 
of the Agreement that they entered into with WBHDC in 2005.  They have asked WBHDC to 
change the definition of qualification for the price reduction from 2 years after the issuance of the 
occupancy permit to 2 years of actual occupancy. 
 
The WBHDC Board considered the issue and declined to accede to the Haneys’ request to amend the 
terms of the contract which was entered into five years ago.  The decision of WBHDC is defensible 
under the terms of the contract and reversing the decision could have repercussions with respect to 
other purchasers who have forfeited the purchase price reduction. 
 



COUNCIL REPORT - Dispute regarding Contractual Agreement between Rick and Rose Haney and Wood Buffalo 
Housing and Development Corporation 
 

3 / 3 

Rationale for Recommendation: 
 
WBHDC is a corporation established under the Companies Act and is a separate legal entity from 
the Municipality.  The documents which established WBHDC define the roles of the Municipality 
and the Board.  The Municipality is a member of WBHDC and has the authority to appoint the 
directors, chair and the treasurer of WBHDC. The Municipality also attends the annual general 
meeting of the members.  The Board of Directors of WBHDC has the authority to control the day to 
day affairs of WBHDC including the authority to enter into any contract.  The Municipality, as a 
member, of WBHDC does not have the authority to control the day to day affairs of WBHDC.  
 
If there is some fault attributable to Alberta Permit Pro (APP) with respect to the timing of the 
issuance of the occupancy permit (which is not known), the Municipality is not legally responsible 
for APP's errors or omissions. APP was, at the relevant time, a safety codes provider contracted to 
the Municipality, but was not an agent of the Municipality. Further, there is a broad exemption 
contained in the Safety Codes Act in favour of municipalities which hire safety codes providers 
acting in good faith. 
 
If Alberta Permit Pro or the Haneys builder interfered and delayed the issuance of the occupancy 
certificate, the Haneys may wish to seek legal advice. 
 
Attachments 
 

1. WBHDC standard form Offer to Purchase 
  



























 
 

 

Subject: Lease Renewal – REC 850024 (Golf Course Expansion) 

APPROVALS: 
Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 

Marcel Ulliac, Director 
 

  

COUNCIL REPORT 
Meeting Date:  September 14, 2010    

 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT the lease of 51.89 acres of Crown land as shown in red on Attachment 1 (Subject Area 
Map – REC 850024 within N½ and SE¼ Section 12 Township 89 Range 10 W4M dated July 29, 
2010) for the Fort McMurray Golf Course operations be renewed based on the terms and 
conditions referenced in Attachment 2 (Terms and Conditions Recreational Lease Renewal REC 
850024 dated August 3, 2010). 
 
THAT the Fort McMurray Golf Club be issued a sublease for the subject property based on the 
same terms and conditions as the Head Lease held by the Municipality on the Crown lands. 
 
Summary: 
 
The Municipality has previously leased the subject lands from the Province for a term of twenty-
one years (1987-2008) which has since expired. 
 
The subject lands have been and continue to be used by the Fort McMurray Golf Club as part of 
the golf course operations. 
 
Background:
 
The Crown policy requires that recreation leases be issued to the local municipal authority which 
may in turn sublease the lands to the respective recreational association. 
 
Council approval is required for leases which exceed five (5) year terms. 
 
Alternatives: 
 

1. Approve the renewal of Recreational Lease No. REC 850024 between the Municipality and 
Alberta Sustainable Resource Development (ASRD) and the sublease agreement between 
the Municipality and the Fort McMurray Golf Club. 

2. Deny the execution of the renewal of Recreational Lease No. REC 850024 between the 
Municipality and ASRD. 

Author:  Melody Flett 
Department:  Strategic Initiatives  1 / 2 
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Budget/Financial Implications: 
 
No direct budgetary or financial impact will result from the proposed renewal or execution of a 
sublease agreement.  All costs incurred or associated with renewal of the recreation lease will be 
recovered from the Fort McMurray Golf Club.  The Fort McMurray Golf Club will continue to 
pay annual property taxes and will maintain responsibility for any costs associated with the 
ongoing operation and maintenance of the Recreation Lease.  
 
Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
The subject lands are required for the golf course operations.  ASRD requires that community 
based recreational dispositions be leased by municipalities, agricultural societies or other 
incorporated societies.  The former City of Fort McMurray undertook to lease the required lands 
in order to facilitate the golf course development and operations.  This is simply a continuance of 
the Municipality’s previous commitment and undertakings.  
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Subject Area Map 
2. Terms and Conditions 



Title
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Attachment 2 
August 3, 2010 

 
 

Terms and Conditions 
Recreational Lease Renewal – REC 850024 

 
 
 

 
Legal Description: Within N. ½ and SE ¼ Sec. 12 Twp. 89 

Rge. 10 W4M (Fort McMurray Golf 
Club) as illustrated in the Attachment 1 
– Subject Area Map. 

 
Area:      51.89 Acres more or less 
 
Term:      25 Years commencing from May 22, 

2008 
 
Fees:      Approximately $650.00 inclusive of 

G.S.T. 
 
Conditions:     As public access is a central feature and 
      is consistent with the intent and purpose  
      of this lease the lease holder shall 
      ensure public accessibility, deemed 
      reasonable to the Minister, to all 
      common recreational/cultural facilities 
      approved under the lease agreement. 
 
      That the Lessee shall use the said lands 
      solely for the purpose of Golf Course. 
 
 



 
 

 

Subject: Sale of Lot 6, Block 6, Plan 616AO – Lower Townsite Fort 
McMurray 

APPROVALS: 
Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 

 

 

COUNCIL REPORT
Meeting Date:  September 14, 2010  

 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT the unsolicited Offer to Purchase the property legally described as Lot 6, Block 6, Plan 
616AO be approved, subject to the terms and conditions outlined in Attachment 1 (Summary 
Land Sale – Terms and Conditions dated August 4, 2010). 
 
Summary: 
 
The Municipality owns the subject property (as shown in Attachment 2) along with six additional 
lots located to the East.  The six lots are currently leased to the United Church (as shown in 
Attachment 3).  The Municipality also previously leased the subject property to the United 
Church, however, the United Church surrendered its interest in the lease in order to reduce the 
amount of annual local improvement levy they were responsible for as a result of the Gordon 
Avenue upgrades.  The subject property has since remained as a vacant undeveloped lot. 
 
The Municipality has now received an unsolicited offer to purchase the property legally 
described as Lot 6, Block 6, Plan 616AO (10015 Gordon Avenue). 
 
Council approval is required in order to authorize the sale. 
 
Background:
 
The subject property is zoned R3 – Medium Density Residential District under the Land Use 
Bylaw.  However, the single lot on its own does not provide for optimum development potential, 
and is best suited for consolidation with adjoining properties.   
 
The purchaser is also the owner of 10017 and 10019 Gordon Avenue which are two lots located 
immediately to the West of the subject property. The purchaser intends to consolidated the lots 
and create a single parcel for multi-family residential development purposes.  
 
This potential sale was distributed to the United Church and to various municipal departments.  
No objections were received; however Engineering did raise the matter of servicing future 
development which may occur. However, any servicing issues would be addressed through the 
development approval process. 
 

Author:  Suavek Bartosinski 
Business Unit:  Strategic Initiatives  1 / 2 
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Section 70 of the Municipal Government Act allows a municipality to sell land at fair market 
value without public advertising. An appraisal of the property was carried out by an independent 
accredited property appraiser to establish fair market value. 
 
Alternatives: 
 
1.  Sell the land to purchaser based on the fair market value appraisal 
2.  Do not sell the land and retain municipal ownership as vacant undeveloped property 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
 
Payment of the purchase price is scheduled within sixty (60) days after Council approval. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
The intent of the R3 zoning is to provide for higher density development of residential units on a 
given parcel of land then would otherwise be allowed in a single family zone. The area where the 
subject land is located is situated next to single family lots.  In order to develop the land to the 
density allowed in an R3 zoning it is necessary to combine the lots. In this case, the purchaser is 
offering to purchase the lot at fair market value, consolidate the lots and develop a multi-family 
building thus maximizing the potential use of the land. Maximization of the use will be 
consistent with the R3 zoning and would comply with the Lower Townsite Re-development 
Plan. 
 
Because of the limited utility (use and benefit) of having the lot developed on its own, the 
Municipality would not likely offer the subject property to be sold on its own. If the single lot 
were sold to a third party the number of units that could be developed on two separate parcels is 
less than the number of living units that could be put on the combined lots. This would not be 
using the land to its maximum potential.  Thus, it is more appropriate to dispose the subject 
property so that it can be consolidated with adjoining lots and realize its maximum development 
potential. 
 
Lastly, given the need for housing and the pressure to open up land for development, it would 
not be the best use of this parcel to leave it vacant and undeveloped. 
 
Attachments:
 
1. Summary Land Sale – Terms and Conditions dated August 4, 2010 
2. Subject Area Map 
3. Ownership Map 
 



Attachment 1 
August 4, 2010 

 
Summary Land Sale – Terms and Conditions 

 
 
 

 
Legal Description: Lot 6, Block 6, Plan 616AO (10015 Gordon 

Avenue) as illustrated on Attachment 2 – 
Subject Area Map. 

 
Sale Price: At current market value plus a 7% 

administration fee  
 
Area:      0.06 Ha (0.15 Acres) more or less 
 
Zoning:     R3 – Medium Density Residential District 
 
Environmental Considerations:  None. 
        
Condition of Sale:    The sale price will be at market value 

and disposed of on an “as is” basis.   
The Municipality will enter into a Sell-back 
Agreement with the purchaser stating that 
should the purchaser not develop real estate 
on the site within 2 years, the Municipality 
has the option to buy back Lot 6, Block 6, 
Plan 616AO for the original sale price less 
7% administration fee. 
 
The purchaser will complete a legal survey 
of the land in question and submit a 
consolidation plan to subdivision for 
approval which will be passed on for 
registration at Alberta Land Titles Office. 
The purchaser is responsible for all legal and 
other administrative fees. 
 
The vendor will register a caveat on land 
title protecting the Municipality’s interest on 
subject property.            
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Subject: Lease:  Northlands School Division – Anzac Municipal Reserve 
APPROVALS: 

Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 
Marcel Ulliac, Director 

   

COUNCIL  REPORT

Meeting Date: September 14, 2010    

 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT a lease be granted to the Northland School Division for the land legally described as Plan 
0727083, Block 11, Lot 8MR containing 4.19 acres more or less as highlighted in red on 
Schedule A (Subject Area Map dated August 17, 2010) at the nominal one time payment of one 
dollar ($1.00) for a term of twenty-five (25) years with an option to renew for another twenty-
five (25) years if in good standing. 
 
Summary: 
 
The Municipality is the registered owner of the subject land that is centrally located in the 
Hamlet of Anzac and is designated as Municipal Reserve.   Northland School Division identified 
a need for the land in order to construct an educational service facility (school) to serve the 
students of Anzac and neighboring communities.  As part of the development process Northland 
School Board requested and received approval for development and building permits from the 
Municipality for the construction of an educational service facility on the subject land in Anzac 
on September 18, 2008.  
 
Thus, since the Municipality has approved both the building and development permits and given 
the fact that the school has been constructed on the subject site, there is requirement to establish 
a lease agreement between the Municipality and Northland School Division.   
 
Background: 
 
The Area Structure Plan (ASP) for the Hamlet of Anzac was completed in March 2002 and 
identified the future development and land use concept for the area. The subject Municipal 
Reserve Land was proposed to be utilized for Parks and Recreation and Public Service.  
Development of the school compliments the parks and recreation use that was designated for the 
site in the ASP. 
 
The Anzac ASP in conjunction with the Anzac Local School Board Committee in separate 
documents acknowledged that the former educational service facility in Anzac was operating 
above capacity that it was originally designed for, and stressed the need to build a new school. 
 
Section 5.4 of the Anzac Area Structure Plan speaks to the need to provide for and enhance the 
recreational and educational opportunities for residents of the Hamlet of Anzac and the 
neighboring communities while protecting the natural environment. That section of the ASP 
outlined the School Board’s plan to expand the Anzac Community School as new funding 
became available. Consequentially, the objective of the plan was to create a model that would 
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see the Municipality cooperating with the Anzac Community School Board to ensure adequate 
provision of school space in line with population growth.  
 
The increase in student population attending the former school and the projected growth in the 
community of Anzac sparked the need to expand the school facility to accommodate students 
from kindergarten to the high school level.  
 
In accordance with the Municipal Government Act RSA 2000, Chapter M-26 Section 70(2)(c),  
considering that the proposed below market lease for Plan 0727083, Block 11, Lot 8MR is to be 
used by a non profit organization there is no need to advertise the Municipality’s intention to do 
so. Further, in accordance with the Municipal Government Act RSA 2000, Chapter M-26 Section 
671(2)(c), the proposed lease and use of Plan 0727083, Block 11, Lot 8MR is for school 
authority purposes which is a permitted use of reserve land. 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
 
No direct budgetary or financial impact will result from the proposed lease other than the 
Municipality will not realize any lease revenue for use of the subject lands which is designated as 
Municipal Reserve.    
 
Rationale for Recommendation: 
 
Considering that the existing structure needs to operate as a functioning school (Bill Woodward 
School, Anzac), the need for a lease agreement is imminent. Further, the Municipality has 
previously issued similar leases to other school boards.  Section 971(2)(c) of the Municipal 
Government Act RSA 2000, Chapter M-26 authorizes, the Municipal Reserve may be used by a 
school authority for school authority purposes; such use is usually provided without financial 
compensation. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Schedule A (Subject Area Map dated August 17, 2010) 
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COUNCIL REPORT
Meeting Date:  September 14, 2010 

 

Subject: Land Sale between the Municipality and Abram’s Land 
Development Corporation  

APPROVALS: 
 

Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 
Marcel Ulliac, Director 

    

 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
That Administration is authorized to sell 99.34 acres more or less of raw land as shown on 
Attachment 1 titled Abram’s Development August 26, 2010, at cost to Abram’s Land 
Development Corporation (Abram’s) subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. Abram’s will service and make developable the land; 
2. As part of the servicing, Abram’s will undertake the necessary oversizing of the utilities 

to facilitate future development of the property west of the Abram’s land; 
3. Abram’s will sell back to the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo (Municipality) 

serviced and developable land identified as Parcels 1 and 2 on Attachment 1, at cost; 
4. The cost of oversizing of utilities will be that of the Municipality; 
5. Should Alberta Health Service (AHS) decide not to participate in the Abram’s 

development, Parcel 3 on Attachment 1 will be sold back to the Municipality at cost; 
6. An agreement satisfactory to the Chief Administrative Officer. 

 
THAT the 2010 Capital Budget be amended as identified in Attachment 2 – Capital Budget 
Amendment Request – Abram’s Land servicing and site preparation dated September 14, 2010.   
 
 
Summary: 
 
The Municipality is acquiring 154.05 acres of raw land from Alberta Sustainable Resources 
Development (ASRD) – (see Attachment 1).  This acquisition was approved by Council in late 
2009. 
 
The Municipality will then transfer 99.34 acres of raw land to Abram’s Land Development 
Corporation (Abram’s) at cost.  Abram’s will subdivide and service the land (Attachment 1) and 
deliver to the Municipality Parcels 1 and 2. Parcel 3, approximately 10 acres, will also be 
purchased by the Municipality if Alberta Health Services (AHS) decides not to participate in the 
Abram’s development. All lots are required for municipal purposes. 
 
Parcel 1, comprising of approximately 31.57 acres is designated for the Thickwood Timberlea 
Recreation Complex.  Parcel 2, comprising approximately 2.0 acres, will be residual to the 
Abram’s project and due to its size will be consolidated with the Municipality’s land west of the 
Abram’s project. 
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Approximately 17 acres, identified as Parcel 4, can be serviced in the near term provided the 
utilities within the Abram’s project are oversized. The responsibility and cost to develop this 
land is the Municipality’s. As well the capital cost to develop the land will come back to Council 
for approval at a future meeting and is not included in the proposed capital budget amendment. 
 
The details of the transactions will be included in a legal agreement between the parties.  
 
Background:
 
In 2008, following a presentation by Abram’s, Council approved a contribution to the project of 
$7.7 million.  In return, the Municipality was to receive a 20 acre site, zoned and serviced, for 
the Thickwood Timberlea Recreation Complex.  At that time Abram’s had been negotiating 
directly with ASRD to purchase the land which it would subsequently subdivide and service and 
in so doing also provide individual lots for its joint venture partners, namely: 

• LeDiocèse De Saint Paul 
• McMurray Gospel Assembly 
• Markaz - Ul Islam Congregation in Fort McMurray 
• AHS 

 
In order to assist in moving the project forward more quickly, in 2009 the Municipality agreed to 
take the lead in purchasing the land from ASRD with the understanding that the original intent of 
the division of land between all existing parties be retained. Abram’s did agree that it would 
continue to be the developer of the land. Also in 2009, the Province changed its land sale policy 
from nominal sum disposition to market value. This resulted in the need to do significant due 
diligence to determine what land was actually developable. Following extensive environmental, 
planning, servicing and financial analysis throughout 2010 the Municipality reached an 
agreement with ASRD on the terms and conditions for the acquisition of some 154.05 acres 
(Attachment 1).  The acquisition was approved by Council in late 2009. 
 
A complicating factor in this project is the possibility that AHS, a member of the Abram’s Joint 
Venture, is still in a process of determining where its continuing care facility will be built. To 
ensure that solidified land commitments are in place to facilitate financing of the project, 
Abram’s has asked the Municipality to commit to buying the AHS site if AHS elects to proceed 
with its facility on another site. This request is strongly supported by Administration as it could 
provide much needed land for municipal purposes should it not be used by AHS. 
 
As part of the overall land purchase from ASRD the Municipality will retain ownership of the 
additional lands located west of the Abram’s Project (Parcel 4).  This presents an opportunity for 
some 17 acres to be developed in the very near term provided that Abram’s oversizes the 
infrastructure within the Abram’s development. The agreement between the Municipality and 
Abram’s requires that the infrastructure be oversized, however the Municipality will pay that 
cost. The capital cost to develop this additional 17 acres will come back to Council for approval 
at a future meeting and is not included in the proposed capital budget amendment. 
 
The recommendations before Council will enable the Abram’s project to move forward and in so 
doing provide serviced lots for Municipal purposes. 
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Budget/Financial Implications: 
 
Council has previously approved an initial $7.7m contribution towards the Municipality’s 
servicing cost for the original Abram’s development plan for a 20 acre site for the Thickwood 
Timberlea Recreation Complex. 
 
The Municipality’s contribution to the Abram’s development has increased from the initial 
$7.7m to $20.7m due to the following factors: 

1. servicing costs that reflect Municipality acquiring an additional 13.5 acres of land (33.5 
acres verses 20 acres); 

2. updated servicing cost estimates; and 
3. oversizing of the utilities.  

 
In order to ensure that the project moves forward in a timely fashion, Council’s pre-approval of 
an additional $5.0m is required for the AHS site should it become available. This money would 
not be spent until it was determined the status of AHS involvement. 
 
The source for the funding is the  Capital Infrastructure Reserve for a grand total of $25.7m.  
 
 
Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
The Municipality requires land for municipal development purposes.  Abram’s is prepared to 
subdivide and service the subject lands for its joint venture members and the Municipality.  
Council’s approval will allow the finalization of the agreement between Abram’s and the 
Municipality so the project can finally proceed. 
 
Alternative: 
 
Not approve the entering into the agreement and approval of the budget.  
 
Attachments:
1. Map I – Land Acquired from ASRD 
2. Capital Budget Amendment 
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Amendment Date:

CURRENT PROJECT BUDGET

Year Annual Cost Fed Grants Prov Grants Reserves
Operating 
Budget Other Sources

Debenture 
Financed

Prior 600,000                      600,000            

2010 7,100,000                   7,100,000         

2011 -                                

Thereafter -                                

TOTAL 7,700,000                   -                      -                      7,700,000         -                     -                      -                      

DESCRIPTION/RATIONALE FOR BUDGET AMENDMENT

AMENDED PROJECT BUDGET  (Only required if project is new, deferred, or amended)

0

Year Annual Cost Fed Grants Prov Grants Reserves Operating 
Budget

Other Sources Debenture 
Financed

Prior 7,700,000                   7,700,000         -                     

2010 4,700,000                   4,700,000         -                     

2011 11,400,000                 11,400,000       -                     

Thereafter 1,900,000                   1,900,000         -                     

TOTAL 25,700,000                 -                      -                      25,700,000       -                     -                      

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Capital Code (if applicable):

Sponsor Department/Branch
Kashif Khan, Project ManagerEngineering
Project Lead

Select current funding status

This is the municipal portion of the proposed Abram's Land Development Corporation (Abrams) development which is in conjuction with three church 
groups and Alberta Health Services (AHS).  The land purchase from Alberta Sustainable Resource Development (ASRD) is for 154.05 acres of which 
99.34 acres of land will be sold to Abrams for $3,360,000.  The funding from the Capital Infrastructure Reserve of $20.7 M will provide the site grading, 
water, sewer, storm, roads and other utilities to provide the Municipality with two (2) serviced lots ready for municipal use by 2013.  Also included is the 
provision of $5 M in the event that AHS elects not to participate in the Abram's development.  

EngineeringDEPARTMENT / BRANCH:

Public Infrastructure

Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo ATTACHMENT 2

PLEASE NOTE:  Deferred projects must follow the budget process.  Deferring a project to a future year does not 
grant pre-budget approval for that project.

Select amended funding status

Negotiations with ASRD have been reached for the purchase of 154.05 acres land for an estimated cost of $6,400,000.

DIVISION:

September 14, 2010
Capital Budget Amendment Request

Project Amendment

Abram's Land - Servicing and Site Preparation

AMENDED PROJECT NAME:

CURRENT PROJECT NAME:

PROJECT Number (if applicable):

 Amended Priority Score

 Current Priority Score



CAPITAL PRIORITY SCORE

High Medium Low N/A Score
Yr 1 Yr 2 or 3 Yr 4 or 5

6 3 1 0

Criteria

Health or Safety Issue 7 0

Legislation Changes 6 0

Maintain Existing Assets 5 0

Maintain Current Service Levels 4 0

Increase Efficiencies 3 0

Increase Level of Existing Service 2 0

New Service 1 0

Total Priority Score 0

NOT APPLICABLE  - Criterion 
does not apply to this capital 
project

HIGH PRIORITY  - Project has 
incurred costs or will need to start in the 
first year of the 5-year capital plan

MEDIUM PRIORITY  - Project 
does not need to start until the 
second or third year of 5-year 
capital plan

LOW PRIORITY  - Project does 
not need to start until the fourth or 
fifth year of 5-year capital plan

0



 
 

 

Subject: Community Identification Committee Recommendations –  
Roadways in Rickard’s Landing Industrial Park 

APPROVALS: 
 

Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 
Dennis Peck, Director 

 

COUNCIL  REPORT
Meeting Date: September 14, 2010  

 
Committee Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT the roads in Rickard’s Landing Industrial Park be named Rickard Road, Royer Way, and 
Robertson Street.  
 
Summary: 
 
The Community Identification Committee met recently and has recommended the following 
names for the roads within Rickard’s Landing Industrial Park: Rickard Road, Royer Way, and 
Robertson Street.  In accordance with the Community Identification System Council Policy (No. 
PRL-040-2006), Council approval is required for all roadway and facility naming.  
 
Background: 
 
On June 23, 2009, Council approved an amendment to the Highway 63/881 Corridor Area 
Structure Plan, and the Land Use Bylaw to allow for Business Industrial uses in Rickard’s 
Landing, which is located approximately 15 kilometres south of the Fort McMurray Urban 
Service Area, east of Highway 63 and directly south of Highway 881 (Attachment 1).  On July 
22, 2009, approval for subdivision of the area was given, and development is currently in 
progress. 
 
The Community Identification Committee met on July 6, 2010 and made recommendations for 
the naming of streets in the Rickard’s Landing Industrial Park.  The recommendations Royer and 
Robertson were taken from the inventory of names developed for the Committee, and Rickard is 
the name of the previous, long-term land owner of the Industrial Park (Attachment 2). 
 
Alternatives: 
 
1.  Approve the recommended names.  
2.  Approve other names. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation(s):
 
The recommended names will give recognition to significant persons who have contributed to 
local industrial development, and will allow municipal roadways to be named and signage 
installed where appropriate. 
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In addition, good practice would suggest that the name of a road change at an obvious end such 
as a T-intersection or a ninety degree change in direction.  Therefore as illustrated in Attachment 
1, the Rickard Road name applies to the entire length of road along the northern boundary of the 
development.  This pattern of street naming will help to reduce the potential for misinterpretation 
by Emergency Services and the public.  
 
Attachments:
 
1. Subject Area Map – Name Recommendations  
2. Significance of Name Recommendations 
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Significance of Name Recommendations: 
 
Royer Way – ROYER, Emile Joseph & Louise: 
“Arrived in Fort McMurray in 1972.  Owned & operated the first glass shop since 1972; retired 
& son operates the shop today (circa 2001).  Emile was President of Minor Hockey from 1974 to 
1979, President of Muffaloose Trail Blazers from 1980 to 1985.  Emile & Lousie volunteered in 
support of Minor Hockey and were instrumental in starting up Crime Watch for the businesses in 
Gregoire.  Both generously donated glass to Heritage Park for repairs caused by vandals.” 
 
Robertson Street – ROBERTSON, Colin: 
“Robertson, a dominating man, was hired to master-mind the challenge against the North West 
Company’s superiority in the Athabasca Basin, in 1815, by the Hudson Bay Company.” 
 
Rickard Street – RICKARD, Donald:   
Mr. Rickard has been a resident in Fort McMurray since 1974 and started his excavation 
business in 1989.  He bought the subject land (now Rickard’s Landing) in 2000 and sold it to 
Wood Buffalo South Industrial Parks Ltd. in 2009.   



 
 

 

Subject: Community Identification Committee Recommendation – 
Naming of Roadway in the Lower Townsite    

APPROVALS: 
Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 

Carol Theberge, Divisional Manager 
Dennis Peck, Director 

   

COUNCIL  REPORT
Meeting Date: September 14, 2010  

 
Community Identification Committee Recommendation: 
 
THAT the road running through the Lower Townsite from the roundabout located at the 
Highway 63/King Street interchange to Riedel Street, and its future extension, be named Prairie 
Loop Boulevard. 
 
Summary: 
 
The Community Identification Committee met recently and recommended that the road running 
through the Lower Townsite be named Prairie Loop Boulevard.  In accordance with Community 
Identification System Council Policy (No. PRL-040-2006), Council approval is required for all 
roadway and facility naming. 
 
Background: 
 
At the October 13, 2009 Council meeting, consideration was given to a recommendation from 
the Community Identification Committee to name the road running through the Lower Townsite 
“The Prairie Loop Drive.” During discussion, alternative names were reviewed including 
“Clearwater Drive” and variations of “The Prairie Loop Drive.” Subsequently, the matter was 
referred to the Community Identification Committee (Committee) for further review.  
 
In reviewing the name “Clearwater Drive,” it was found that in the Lower Townsite there is a street 
named “Clearwater Crescent” (Attachment 1) but no other “Clearwater Drive.” During the review it 
was also discovered that in many previous documents submitted at various Council meetings dating 
back to 2006, the road in question was often referred to as “Clearwater Drive” (Attachment 2). This 
would appear to explain why many people already refer to the road as “Clearwater Drive.” Although 
the road may have been referred to as “Clearwater Drive,” Council never officially adopted that 
name and, as such, is the reason the matter is now before Council. 
 
The Committee has met several times since the October 13 meeting to review the naming of the road, 
with the last being on July 6, 2010. Other names considered by the Committee are included as 
Attachment 3.  
 
At the July 6 meeting, the Committee made a recommendation that the road be named “Prairie Loop 
Boulevard” (Attachment 4). The name is based on creating a distinctive name and recognizing the 
historical identity of the area, both in accordance with Section 3 of Council’s Community 
Identification System Policy PRL 040-2006. 
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The name “Clearwater Drive” was not supported by the Committee as there is already a street with a 
similar name: “Clearwater Crescent.” Although there are other locations in Fort McMurray with 
similar names such as “Sandpiper Bay” and “Sandpiper Road,” and “Hunter Street” and “Hunter 
Place,” these are in close proximity to one another and provide less opportunity for misinterpretation 
by Emergency Services. 
 
Alternatives: 
 
1.  Approve the recommended name.  
2.  Approve another name. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation(s):
 
The Committee proposes the name Prairie Loop Boulevard because the subject roadway runs 
through flatland regions known as “the Prairie.”  This area, located between Waterways and the 
Lower Townsite, was a staging ground for the military Canol Project in 1942, which served to 
provide freighting needed for oil field and pipeline work.  As well, the Canol Project had a tent 
camp based in this area called Prairie Camp.   
 
With the redevelopment of the Lower Townsite, the Committee felt that this name would keep 
the historical identity of the Prairie area alive within the community and give recognition to its 
historical significance.  This name is also recognized and echoed in the Lower Townsite Area 
Redevelopment Plan’s identification of this general area. 
 
Attachments:
 
1. Subject Area Map – Clearwater Crescent  
2. References to Clearwater Drive - Saline Creek Plateau Area Structure Plan – Transportation 

Concept, June 12, 2007 
3. List of Name Recommendations - October 28, 2009 
4. Subject Area Map – Proposed Prairie Loop Boulevard 
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Attachment 3 
 

 
 
Community Identification Committee recommended names for the road in the Lower Townsite, 
October 28, 2009. 
 
• Dunvegan Drive  
• Furber Freeway  
• Steamboat Boulevard   
• Marine Drive  
• N.T. Landing Drive  
• Grahame Drive  
• Nistawoyou Road  
 
 
 

 
 



Lower Townsite Loop Road Location
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COUNCIL REPORT
Meeting Date: September 14, 2010  

 

Subject: Northern Classic Event 

APPROVALS: 
Kelly Kloss, Chief Administrative Officer (Interim) 

 

 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT funding of $200,000 be utilized from the 2010 corporate operating surplus toward the 
Northern Classic Event; and 
  
THAT in the event the 2010 corporate operating surplus is insufficient, the funds are committed 
from the Emerging Issues Reserve.  
 
Summary: 
 
The MacDonald Island Board and Northern Alberta Athletic Association (Oil Barons) formed a 
partnership to host a world-class event that inspires community pride, gains national awareness, 
and will symbolize the extraordinary opportunity that our Big Spirit philosophy provides our 
community, our province, and our nations. 
 
The game between the Fort McMurray Oil Barons and the Drayton Valley Thunder will be 
played on Friday, November 26 at 7 pm on a regulation sheet of ice constructed on MacDonald 
Island. In addition to being the first official junior league game played under the stars, the event 
will strive to break the national attendance record for a junior hockey league game. 
 
Background:
 
The MacDonald Island Board and Northern Alberta Athletic Association (Oil Barons) formed a 
partnership to host “The Northern Classic.”  
 
The vision and goals for the event are:  
 

“To host a world-class event that inspires community pride, gains national awareness, 
and will symbolize the extraordinary opportunity that our Big Spirit philosophy provides 
our community, our province, and our nations, and in doing so:  

• Promote our region, our community, and celebrate the spirit of our people; 
• Recognize the rich hockey tradition within our community; 
• Inspire others in our community to think big and showcase the region; 
• Dedicate the efforts of community leaders to a valuable and viable fundraising 

event; 
• Entertain our guests with a professional and world-class event hosted in Wood 

Buffalo. 
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Oversight and planning of the event will be coordinated through a seventeen person volunteer 
committee led by Chairman Sheldon Germain (Council’s representative on the MacDonald 
Island Board), and Honorary Chairman Leo Roberts. As discussed at the first meeting of the 
Committee, the focus will be to gather the leadership of community-minded individuals in the 
Wood Buffalo region to deliver one of the most classic portraits of Canadian Winter Landscape 
with a background that places emphasis on what makes out region unique. The time is short, the 
task is immense, but the results will be truly unforgettable. 
 
Wood Buffalo is known for its Big Spirit and its Big Events. The eyes of the world are on this 
community and the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo (Municipality) has an opportunity to 
again play a major role in showcasing it. Putting on such an event requires a cast of volunteers 
and substantial sponsorship dollars. The Committee has already begun its fundraising campaign 
with a number of major sponsors signed on. Any proceeds from the event will be donated back to 
the community. A major sponsor has already committed to purchase the rink boards and glass 
(approximately $100,000) for the outdoor game, and then plans to donate that equipment back to 
the Municipality for use within Fort McMurray. 
 
As one of the key community builders, the Municipality has a number of opportunities to 
contribute to the event including membership on the Committee, providing “in-kind” support, 
and financial contributions.    
 
 
Budget/Financial Implications: 
 
The amount of $200,000 would be released from the Emerging Issues Reserve (in the event that 
it cannot be accommodated within the 2010 corporate operating surplus) as a contribution toward 
the event.  
 
 
Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
The Municipality has an opportunity to be a major participant in the hosting an event that will 
showcase Wood Buffalo to the nation. As on ongoing promotional opportunity, highlights of 
event will be captured on video for future use.  
 
The Municipality will also receive a substantial legacy of a complete outdoor rink for use within 
Fort McMurray, which will serve the needs of our community for years to come. 
 
 
Attachments:
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Subject: Councillor Inquiries

Governance, Agenda and Priorities Standing Committee Recommendation(s):

That the Governance, Agenda and Priorities Standing Committee be delegated the authority to
govern Councillor inquiries and to direct the Chief Administrative Officer, as required,
specifically related to Councillor inquiries; and

That the Chief Administrative Officer be authorized to classify Councillor inquiries as received.

Summary:

In order to ensure that Councillor inquiries are responded to in an effective and efficient manner,
a classification and prioritization system is required.

Background:

Currently, Councillor inquiries are submitted, usually via email, to a designated staff member,
who then liaises with the appropriate parties to obtain a response. Many inquiries require the
investment of significant resources, therefore pulling Administration’s attention away from other
initiatives. In some cases, the inquiry may be for the benefit of a single Councillor as opposed to
the whole of Council. In addition, frustration has been expressed regarding the current system,
as responses sometimes take longer than the Councillor feels is appropriate, and items get re-
prioritized to deal with requests that are time-sensitive or may have significant impacts.

Extensive discussion occurred at the September 1, 2010 GAP Committee meeting and it was
decided that it be recommended to Council that the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) be
authorized to assign a classification to Councillor inquiries as they are received and that the GAP
Committee be delegated the authority to govern Councillor inquiries as it deems appropriate.

At this time, the recommended classifications system is as follows:

 A – Requires minimum research and can be responded to promptly by the CAO.

o Response may be verbal or by email
o Inquiries and responses are logged and provided to the Mayor and Councillors on a

regular basis

 B – Extensive research and time is involved to respond, therefore a decision from the
GAP Committee is required.

o Inquiries are logged and forwarded to the GAP Committee for decision
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o If the GAP Committee decides to proceed further, the CAO is directed to provide a
response

o If the GAP Committee decides that no further action is required, the Councillor who
submitted the inquiry has the option to serve a Notice of Motion at a Council meeting

o Inquiries and decisions/responses are logged and provided to Mayor and Councillors
on a regular basis

 C – There is uncertainty if a response by the CAO is necessary and a decision from the
GAP Committee is required.

o Inquiries are logged and forwarded to the GAP Committee for decision
o If the GAP Committee decides to proceed further, the CAO is directed to provide a

response
o If the GAP Committee decides that no further action is required, the Councillor who

submitted the inquiry has the option to serve a Notice of Motion at a Council meeting
o Inquiries and decisions/responses are logged and provided to the Mayor and

Councillors on a regular basis

Alternatives:

1. Continue with the current system where all Councillor inquiries are logged and responded
to as information is available.

2. Delegate the authority to manage all Councillor inquiries to the CAO.

Budget/Financial Implications:

All costs will be accommodated within the existing operating budget, however Elected Officials’
and Administration’s time dedicated to Councillor inquiries may redirect time from higher
priority items.

Rationale for Recommendation(s):

A classification system will help to ensure that Councillor inquiries are responded to in a
effective and efficient manner and the GAP Committee governing and managing Councillor
inquiries will provide clear direction, specific to Councillor inquiries, to the Chief Administrative
Officer.

Attachment:

1. Councillor Inquiry Process Flowchart



Council Inquiry Process Flowchart

CAO responds
verbally or by email

Inquiry received and classified as A, B, or C

GAP Committee
Decision

GAP Committee
Decision

CAO responds

No

Option to serve
Notice of Motion

Yes

CAO responds

No

Option to serve
Notice of Motion

A B C

LogLog

YesLog Log Log

A - Requires minimum research and CAO can respond promptly; B – Extensive research and time therefore, GAP decision required; C – Uncertainty if CAO response necessary
therefore, GAP decision required
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