
 
Council Meeting 

Jubilee Centre Council Chamber 
9909 Franklin Avenue, Fort McMurray 

Tuesday, February 10, 2009 
6:00 p.m.

 

Agenda 
 
 Call to Order 
 
 
 Opening Prayer 
 
 
 Adoption of Agenda 

 
 
 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
 
1. Regular Meeting – January 27, 2009 
 
 
 Delegations  
 
 Those individuals in attendance at the meeting will be provided with an opportunity to address Council 

regarding an item on the agenda, with the exception of those items for which a Public Hearing is required 
or has been held.  Consistent with all delegations, each presentation will be allowed a maximum of five 
minutes. 

 
 
 Public Hearings 
 
2. Public Hearing re:  Bylaw No. 09/010 – Closure of Undeveloped Government Road 
 Allowance (Highway 63 Eco-Industrial Park) 

 
 
 Bylaws 

 
3. Bylaw No. 09/010 - Closure of Undeveloped Government Road Allowance (Highway 63 
 Eco-Industrial Park)  (2nd and 3rd  readings) 
 
4. Bylaw No. 09/011 – Closure of an Undeveloped Government Road Allowance (Tempo 
 Gas) (1st reading) 
 
5.  Bylaw No. 09/012 – Closure of an Undeveloped Government Road Allowance  

 (Longboat Landing) (1st reading)  
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 Reports – None Scheduled 
 
 
 New and Unfinished Business 

 
 

 Updates 
 

 Mayor’s Update 
 Reporting of Councillors on Boards and Committees 
 Administrative Update 

 
 

 Adjournment 





 
 

 

Subject: Bylaw No. 09/010 --- Closure of Undeveloped Government Road 
Allowance (Highway 63 Eco-Industrial Park)  

APPROVALS: 
 Dennis Peck, General Manager, Planning and Development 
 Kevin Greig, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
 Rodney Burkard, Chief Administrative Officer 

COUNCIL  REPORT

Meeting Date: February 10, 2009   

 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT Bylaw No. 09/010, being a bylaw to close a government road allowance, be read a second 
time; 
 
THAT Bylaw No. 09/010, be read a third and final time; and 
 
THAT the subject property be transferred to the Wood Buffalo Housing and Development 
Corporation once Bylaw No. 09/010 has received third and final reading. 
 
Summary: 
 
Administration requests that an undeveloped government road allowance in the Highway 63 
Eco-Industrial Park be closed to incorporate a portion of the land into the Eco-Industrial Park. 
Under the Municipal Government Act, any proposed road closure requires Council approval and 
bylaw adoption.  
 
Background: 
 
Land Services is requesting the closure of an undeveloped government road allowance (Road) 
within the boundaries of the Highway 63 Eco-Industrial Park (Attachment 2). As part of the 
development of the Industrial Park, municipal roads are being built to allow access to the site; 
therefore, the road will no longer be required and future use as a transportation corridor is not 
anticipated. Development is not permissible on any road plan; consequently, the road must be 
closed in order for development to occur.  
 
Section 18 (1) of the Municipal Government Act states, that a municipality has direction, control 
and management of all roads within the municipality. The Municipality has administrative 
control over the undeveloped government allowance, but ownership lies with the Crown.  Upon 
closure of the undeveloped government road allowance, title is transferred from the Minister of 
Transportation to the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo at no cost.  Under the terms of the 
Municipality’s amalgamation agreement, the Urban Service Area is recognized as being 
equivalent to a city for legislative and grant purposes; therefore, Ministerial approval of the 
proposed closure is not required.  The proposed bylaw has been reviewed by Land Titles to 
ensure the accuracy of legal descriptions (Attachment 1).   
 

Author:  Ed Salmon 
Department:  Land Services  1 / 2 



COUNCIL REPORT – Bylaw No. 09/010 – Closure of Undeveloped Government Road Allowance (Highway 63 
Eco-Industrial Park)  

 

2 / 2 

Upon closure of the Road, the Municipality intends to transfer the land to Wood Buffalo Housing 
and Development Corporation (WBHDC) at no cost.  WBHDC will in turn consolidate a portion 
of the land with lots in the Industrial Park.  Section 70(2) of the Municipal Government Act 
permits a municipality to dispose of land at below market value without advertising if it is to be 
used by a non-profit organization.  Wood Buffalo Housing & Development Corporation qualifies 
as a non-profit organization under Section 241(f) of the Municipal Government Act. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
The Planning and Development Department supports the closure of the undeveloped government 
road allowance. The closure will have no impact on Municipality operations as the undeveloped 
road allowance is not required to access any parcel of land. In addition, the closure will create 
more lands available for development in the Eco-Industrial Park. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Bylaw No. 09/010 
2. Subject Area Map 
 
 



Attachment 1 

BYLAW NO. 09/010 
  
BEING A BYLAW OF THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WOOD BUFFALO FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF CLOSING AND CREATING TITLE TO UNDEVELOPED 
GOVERNMENT ROAD ALLOWANCES  
 
WHEREAS application has been made to the Council of the Regional Municipality of Wood 
Buffalo to close an undeveloped government road allowance pursuant to the requirements of 
section 22 of the Municipal Government Act, c.M-26, RSA 2000, as amended; 
 
WHEREAS the Council of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo deems it expedient to 
provide for the purpose of closing certain roads, or portions thereof, situated in the said 
municipality, and thereafter disposing of same;  
 
WHEREAS, notice of the intention of Council to pass a bylaw has been given in accordance 
with Section 606 of the Municipal Government Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, Council was not petitioned for an opportunity to be heard by any person claiming 
to be prejudicially affected by the bylaw,  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Regional Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo in the Province of Alberta hereby enact as follows: 
 
1. The following described road allowance is hereby closed for the purpose of creating title 

subject to the right of access granted by other legislation: 
 

Meridian 4 Range 9 Township 90 
All of the original government road allowance adjoining the west boundary of the South 
West Quarter of Section 5 
Excepting thereout all mines and minerals 

 
2. This Bylaw shall become effective when it has received third and final reading and has 

been signed by the Mayor and Chief Legislative Officer. 
 
READ a first time this 27th day of January, 2009. 

 
READ a second time this ______ day of ________________________, 2009. 
 
READ a third and final time this ________day of ________________________, 2009. 
 
SIGNED and PASSED this ______ day of __________________________, 2009. 
 
 

______________________________ 
Mayor 
 
______________________________ 
Chief Legislative Officer 





 
 

 

Subject: Bylaw No. 09/011--- Closure of Undeveloped Government Road 
Allowance (Former Tempo Gas Site)  

APPROVALS: 
 Dennis Peck, General Manager, Planning and Development 
 Kevin Greig, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
 Rodney Burkard, Chief Administrative Officer 

COUNCIL  REPORT

Meeting Date:  February 10, 2009  

 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT Bylaw No. 09/011, being a bylaw to close a government road allowance, be read a first 
time. 
 
Summary:  
 
Administration proposes to close a portion of Road Plan 032 5018 (the Road) with the intent to 
exchange the land in order to complete the service road east on the north end of the Urban 
Service Area of Highway 63. Under the Municipal Government Act, any proposed road closure 
requires Council’s approval and bylaw adoption.  
 
Background: 
 
Administration proposes the closure of the Road adjacent to the former Tempo Gas Station site 
at the north edge of the Urban Service Area and the Highway 63 Eco-Industrial Park 
(Attachment 2). As part of the development of the Industrial Park, municipal roads are being 
built to allow access to the site and the lands as the Road will no longer be required. 
Development is not permissible on any road plan; consequently, the Road must be closed in 
order for development to occur.  
 
Section 18 (1) of the Municipal Government Act states, that a municipality has direction, control 
and management of all roads within the municipality. The municipality has administrative 
control over Road Plan 032 5018 even though ownership lies with the Crown.  Upon closure of a 
road plan, title is transferred from the Minister of Transportation to the Regional Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo at no cost. Under the terms of the Municipality’s amalgamation agreement, the 
Urban Service Area is recognized as being equivalent to a city for legislative and grant purposes; 
therefore, Ministerial approval of the proposed closure is not required.  The proposed bylaw has 
been reviewed by Land Titles to ensure the accuracy of legal descriptions (Attachment 1).  
 
Upon closure of the Road, the Municipality intends to exchange this land for land owned by 
Tempo Gas on the Highway side of the old Tempo Gas Station site. The intent of this exchange 
is to extend the service road between the Industrial Park and Highway 63 to the entrance to the 
entire area.  The land exchange is dependent on the re-development of the Tempo site and the 
exchange will be subject to a future Council decision.  

Author:  Ed Salmon 
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Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
The Planning and Development Department supports the partial closure of Road Plan 032 5018. 
The road closure will have no impact on municipal operations and will allow for development in 
the Eco-Industrial Park. The road right-of-way is not required for access to land parcels and it 
will also allow the Municipality the option of exchanging the surplus land for a service road 
extension in the future, which will benefit the Municipality.  
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Bylaw No. 09/011 
2. Subject Area Map 
 



Attachment 1 

BYLAW NO. 09/011 
  
BEING A BYLAW OF THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WOOD BUFFALO FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF CLOSING AND CREATING TITLE TO UNDEVELOPED 
GOVERNMENT ROAD ALLOWANCES  
 
WHEREAS application has been made to the Council of the Regional Municipality of Wood 
Buffalo to close an undeveloped government road allowance pursuant to the requirements of 
section 22 of the Municipal Government Act, c.M-26, RSA 2000, as amended; 
 
WHEREAS the Council of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo deems it expedient to 
provide for the purpose of closing certain roads, or portions thereof, situated in the said 
municipality, and thereafter disposing of same;  
 
WHEREAS, notice of the intention of Council to pass a bylaw has been given in accordance 
with Section 606 of the Municipal Government Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, Council was not petitioned for an opportunity to be heard by any person claiming 
to be prejudicially affected by the bylaw,  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Regional Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo in the Province of Alberta hereby enact as follows: 
 
1. The following described road allowance is hereby closed for the purpose of creating title 

subject to the right of access granted by other legislation: 
 

Plan 032 5018 
All that portion of road lying west of the west boundary of Lots 2 and 3 Block 2 Plan 072 
2934 and north of a line drawn from the most easterly south east corner of Lot 2 Plan 012 
3419 to the south west corner of said Lot 3 Block 2 Plan 072 2934.  
Excepting thereout all mines and minerals 

 
2. This Bylaw shall become effective when it has received third and final reading and has 

been signed by the Mayor and Chief Legislative Officer. 
 
READ a first time this ______ day of _______________, 2009. 

 
READ a second time this ______ day of ________________________, 2009. 
 
READ a third and final time this ________day of ________________________, 2009. 
 
SIGNED and PASSED this ______ day of __________________________, 2009. 
 
 

______________________________ 
Mayor 
 
______________________________ 
Chief Legislative Officer 

 







 
 

 

Subject: Bylaw No. 09/012--- Closure of an Undeveloped Government Road 
Allowance (Longboat Landing)   

APPROVALS:                           

   Dennis Peck, General Manager, Planning and Development 
   Kevin Greig, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
   Rodney Burkard, Chief Administrative Officer 

COUNCIL  REPORT

Meeting Date:  February 10, 2009  

 
Administrative Recommendation(s): 
 
THAT Bylaw No. 09/012, being a bylaw to close a government road allowance, be read a first 
time.  
 
Summary:  
 
Administration proposes to close a government road allowance to enable the Municipality to 
effect an option to purchase agreement with Clearwater Village Inc. as approved by Council on 
November 24, 2008.  Under the Municipal Government Act, any proposed road closure requires 
Council’s approval and bylaw adoption.  
 
Background: 

 
In 2002, Council amended Bylaw 02/002 to create a DC-R4 Direct Control High Density 
Residential District for the area known as Longboat Landing. In 2005, Council approved 
development of the Lower Townsite Loop Road, which required a portion of land from Longboat 
Landing. On November 24, 2008, Council approved the purchase of the then required land for 
the Loop Road.  The terms of the acquisition included providing the seller with an option to 
purchase a portion of the government road allowance depicted in Attachment 2; however, the 
road allowance must be closed before the seller can exercise the option to purchase.  
 
Section 18(1) of the Municipal Government Act states, that a municipality has direction, control 
and management of all roads within the municipality. The municipality has administrative 
control over the undeveloped government allowance, but ownership lies with the Crown.  Upon 
closure of the undeveloped government road allowance, title will be transferred from the 
Minister of Transportation to the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo at no cost. Under the 
terms of the Municipality’s amalgamation agreement, the Urban Service Area is recognized as 
being equivalent to a city for legislative and grant purposes; therefore, Ministerial approval of 
the proposed closure is not required.  The proposed bylaw has been reviewed by Land Titles to 
ensure the accuracy of legal descriptions (Attachment 1).  
 
 
 
 
 

Author:  Ed Salmon 
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Budget/Financial Implications 
 
If the government road allowance is closed and Clearwater Village Inc. acts on the option to 
purchase the portion of the government road allowance, the proceeds of the sale will go into the 
Asset Acquisition Reserve. 
 
 
Rationale for Recommendation(s): 
 
Planning and Development supports the closure of the government road allowance which will 
allow for the Municipality to sell a portion of the land to Clearwater Village Inc., as outlined in 
the land transaction approved by Council on November 24, 2008. The closure will have no 
impact on municipal operations. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Proposed Bylaw No. 09/012 
2. Subject Area Map 
 



Attachment 1 

BYLAW NO. 09/012 
  
BEING A BYLAW OF THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WOOD BUFFALO FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF CLOSING AND CREATING TITLE TO UNDEVELOPED 
GOVERNMENT ROAD ALLOWANCES  
 
WHEREAS application has been made to the Council of the Regional Municipality of Wood 
Buffalo to close an undeveloped government road allowance pursuant to the requirements of 
section 22 of the Municipal Government Act, c.M-26, RSA 2000, as amended; 
 
WHEREAS the Council of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo deems it expedient to 
provide for the purpose of closing certain roads, or portions thereof, situated in the said 
municipality, and thereafter disposing of same;  
 
WHEREAS, notice of the intention of Council to pass a bylaw has been given in accordance 
with Section 606 of the Municipal Government Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, Council was not petitioned for an opportunity to be heard by any person claiming 
to be prejudicially affected by the bylaw,  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Regional Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo in the Province of Alberta hereby enact as follows: 
 
1. The following described road allowance is hereby closed for the purpose of creating title 

subject to the right of access granted by other legislation: 
 

Meridian 4 Range 10 Township 89 
All that portion of government road allowance adjoining 
River Lots 22, 23, and 24, Fort McMurray, Settlement 
Shown as Area “A” on Plan 082___. 
Excepting thereout all mines and minerals 

 
2. This Bylaw shall become effective when it has received third and final reading and has 

been signed by the Mayor and Chief Legislative Officer. 
 
READ a first time this ______ day of _______________, 2009. 

 
READ a second time this ______ day of ________________________, 2009. 
 
READ a third and final time this ________day of ________________________, 2009. 
 
SIGNED and PASSED this ______ day of __________________________, 2009. 
 
 

______________________________ 
Mayor 
 
______________________________ 
Chief Legislative Officer 
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