Wood Buffalo Recovery Committee
Jubilee Centre Council Chamber
9909 Franklin Avenue, Fort McMurray

Wednesday, April 05, 2017
6:00 p.m.

Agenda
Call To Order

Adoption of Agenda

Minutes of Previous Meetings

1.

Minutes of Wood Buffalo Recovery Committee Meeting - March 22, 2017

Presentations

2.

Laurie-Anne St. George, Rebuild Supervisor, Recovery Task Force
and Chris Booth, Planning and Development re: Construction Site Safety Video

3.

Dana Woodworth, Erin O'Neill, Kelly Hansen and Leesa McLeod, Recovery
Task Force re: RMWB 2016 Wildfire Recovery Campaign Plan Update

New and Unfinished Business

4.

Demolition and Protective Fencing Costs
- delegations

5.

Waiver of Fee - Acceptable Contaminated Soil
- delegations

Wood Buffalo Recovery Committee Meeting - Wednesday, April 05,
2017

6.

Repeal of Bylaw No. 16/015 – Noise Bylaw Amendment
- delegations

7.

Sub-Committee Reports

8.

Wildfire Recovery Team Update

Adjournment
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Unapproved Minutes of a Meeting of the Wood Buffalo Recovery Committee held in the
Council Chamber at the Municipal Offices in Fort McMurray, Alberta, on Wednesday,
March 22, 2017, commencing at 6:00 p.m.
Present:

J. Bancarz, Chair
N. Aubrey
S. Germain, Councillor
M. Giles
K. Jenkins
K. McGrath, Councillor

Absent:

M. Farrington
K. Fleury
A. Vinni, Councillor

Administration:

D. Woodworth, Team Lead, Recovery Task Force
J. Brown, Senior Legislative Officer
S. Soutter, Legislative Officer

Call To Order
Chair J. Bancarz called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m., relaying regrets on behalf of
Committee Members M. Farrington, K. Fleury and Councillor A. Vinni.
Adoption of Agenda
Moved by M. Giles that the agenda be adopted as presented.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Minutes of Previous Meetings
1.

Minutes of Wood Buffalo Recovery Committee Meeting - March 8, 2017
Moved by K. Jenkins that the minutes of the Wood Buffalo
Recovery Committee meeting held on March 8, 2017 be
approved as presented.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Presentations
2.

Jennifer Zentner and Chad Morrison, Agriculture and Forestry, Government of
Alberta and Jody Butz, Fire Chief, Regional Emergency Services re: Wildfire
Response and Readiness 2017
(6:07 p.m. to 7:04 p.m.)

Jennifer Zentner and Chad Morrison, Agriculture and Forestry, Government of Alberta,
provided a review of the 2016 wildfire, highlighting the number of fires and the total area burned.
An overview on readiness for the 2017 fire season was also provided, emphasizing the weather
conditions leading up to 2017 fire season.
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Jody Butz, Fire Chief, Regional Emergency Services, provided an overview on readiness for
the upcoming 2017 wildfire season and spoke to the resources of Regional Emergency
Services, as well as strategies in place to help increase awareness.
Exit and Return
Councillor K. McGrath exited the Chamber at 6:26 p.m. and returned at 6:28 p.m.
Councillor S. Germain exited the Chamber at 6:34 p.m. and returned at 6:35 p.m.
3.

Jody Butz, Fire Chief, Regional Emergency Services re: Emergency Services
Evacuation Plan Update
(7:05 p.m. to 7:18 p.m.)

Jody Butz, Fire Chief, Regional Emergency Services, presented an update on the progress
and next steps with regard to the municipal evacuation plan, noting that a tabletop exercise is
being held on April 7, 2017.
4.

Dennis Warr, Mitigation Supervisor, Recovery Task Force, Stephen Fudge,
FireSmart Specialist, Recovery Task Force and Hunter Langpap, Senior Fire
Inspector, Regional Emergency Services re: FireSmart Program Update
(7:19 p.m. to 7:41 p.m.)

Dennis Warr, Mitigation Supervisor, presented an update and overview of the FireSmart
Program.
Exit and Return
Councillor K. McGrath exited the Chamber at 7:19 p.m. and returned at 7:32 p.m.
Councillor S. Germain exited the Chamber at 7:30 p.m. and returned at 7:32 p.m.
5.

Nick Brenner, Fire Marshal, Regional Emergency Services and Jean-Francois
Goupil, Senior Fire Inspector re: Home Fire Prevention
(7:42 p.m. to 8:11 p.m.)

Nick Brenner, Fire Marshal and Jean-Francois Goupil, Senior Fire Inspector, Regional
Emergency Services presented an overview of services provided by the Fire Prevention
Branch, including the measures in place for construction site safety as well as information on
home fire prevention.
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New and Unfinished Business
6.

Sub-Committee Reports

Marty Giles, Chair of the Mitigation Sub-Committee, spoke to a meeting that was held with
community leaders in Conklin. He then invited Jeffery O’Donnell, Chief Executive Officer,
Conklin Resource Development Advisory Committee, forward to speak to the concerns of
residents with regard to fire mitigation. M. Giles provided an update on the sub-committee’s
mitigation initiatives to date.
Kim Jenkins, Chair of the Rebuild Sub-Committee invited Erin O’Neill, Operations Manager,
Recovery Task Force, to provide an update with respect to the number of permits issued to
date.
7.

Wildfire Recovery Team Update

Dana Woodworth, Recovery Team Leader, provided an update on the tasks of the Wood
Buffalo Recovery Task Force to date.
Adjournment
As all scheduled business matters had been concluded, Chair J. Bancarz declared the meeting
adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Chair

Chief Legislative Officer
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RMWB 2016 Wildfire Recovery
Campaign Plan Update
Presentation to the Wood Buffalo Recovery Committee
April 5, 2017

www.rmwb.ca

Overview
•
•
•
•
•

Campaign Plan
Anatomy of Recovery Activities
Initiatives to Date by Pillar
2017 Quarter 2 and 3 Priorities by Pillar
Recovery Team Leader Assessment

www.rmwb.ca
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Campaign Plan
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Anatomy of Recovery Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pre-Activity
Planning
Policy
Advice/Changes
Engagement
Resource Requests
Rehearsals
Advertising
Budget

www.rmwb.ca

•
•
•
•
•
•

Execution
On-site Execution
Safety and
Security
Coordination
Communications
(KMs)
Pre-positioning
External Support

Post Activity
• Follow Up
• Measurement
(Metrics)
• Lessons Learned
• Close out
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People Pillar
Enhance the well being of all RMWB residents
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Major Initiatives to Date
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Housing Survey
Interim Housing
Information Centres
Abraham’s Land
Thanksgiving Event
“Tree of Thanks”
Christmas Kindness Project
Cross Canada Ornament Distribution
Donation Tracking
Role of Recreation in Recovery
Enhanced Community Programming
Developed Neighbourhood Network Program

www.rmwb.ca
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Ongoing Initiatives
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community Wellbeing and Resiliency Committee
Social Profit Sector Support
Community Wellbeing – gap analysis and response
Application support and wrap around services to NSUUR
Psychosocial support to schools
Internal Staff Wellness Workshops
Vacancy Tracking
Housing for volunteers supporting uninsured and underinsured rebuilds
Coordination of proposed memorial initiatives
Pocket Heart Workshops
Rural Community Outreach
Tree Planting volunteer tracking
Wildfire Funder’s Circle
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Quarter 2 and 3 Priorities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Commemoration of May 3
Neighbourhood Networks Program Implementation
Psychosocial Year 1 Review
Link with Government of Alberta for Years 2 – 5 Psychosocial
Recovery Plan
Deepening Community Initiative Implementation
Community Index of Wellbeing
Collaboration on the role of Arts and Culture in Recovery
Support to Alberta Winter Games
Regional Safety and Wellness Workshops
Recreation Gap Analysis and Response

www.rmwb.ca
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Environment Pillar
Assess and remediate the environmental impacts of
the wildfire
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Major Initiatives to Date
•
•
•
•
•

Phase 1 and 2 Environmental Testing
Phase 3 Environmental Testing underway
Hazardous Tree Removal
Firebreak Drainage
Environmental Monitoring in demolition areas
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Ongoing Initiatives
• Collaborate with the Government of Alberta on their
environmental programs
• Monitoring and remediation of drainage concerns
• OHV mitigation focus group with Saprae Creek residents
• Collaboration with Parks and Bylaw on OHV solution in
Firebreak areas
• Guide to FireSmart Landscaping
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Quarter 2 and 3 Priorities
•
•
•
•
•

Firebreak and Trail Restoration Project
Phase 3 Environmental Testing Results
Hazardous Tree Removal
Post and Chain Link Fence Repair
Environmental Compliance Issues
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Economy Pillar
Reinvigorate economic activity
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Major Initiatives to Date
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Back to Business Resource Centre
Business and Economic Recovery Plan
Business Recovery Needs Assessment
Insurance. Recovery. Support.
Certified Management Consultants
Ask an Expert
Learning Events
Small Business Workforce Support Program
Business Recovery Hotline
YMM Home Show and Home Builders Expo
Outreach to heavily impacted businesses
Economic Impact Assessment
Stakeholder Outreach
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Ongoing Initiatives
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Insurance. Recovery. Support.
Response from Recovery Needs Assessment
Monthly Community Stakeholder meetings
Business Outreach
Attendance at stakeholders’ ongoing operational meetings
Canadian Red Cross and Recovery Joint Case Management
Economy Sub-Committee
Labour Market Studies (Phase 1, 2 & 3)
Discover Fort McMurray – Regional Workforce Support
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Quarter 2 and 3 Priorities
•
•
•
•
•

Response to Business Recovery Needs Assessment
Continued Insurance Support
Labour Market Studies
Discover Fort McMurray
High Impact Business Follow Up

www.rmwb.ca
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Rebuild Pillar
Rapid reconstruction of our community to address
and repair wildfire damages
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Major Initiatives to Date
• Oversight of Debris Removal and Demolition
• Demolition of outstanding properties as per the Demolition
Order
• Green Zone Re-Entry
• Comprehensive Firebreak Program
• Waterways Slope Stability
• Completion of Construction Access Roads in Abasand &
Beacon Hill
• Issued approximately $300,000 for excess fees as part of the
Firebreak program
• Rebuild Guidance Document
www.rmwb.ca
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Ongoing Initiatives
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Education: Home Show and Presentation to School Boards
Bi-weekly Utility Coordination meetings
Bi-weekly Rebuild meetings with Planning & Development, Safety
Codes, Development Compliance, Bylaw, RES
Rebuild Sub-Committee meetings with UDI, IBC, and Fort McMurray
Construction Association
Bi-weekly meetings with DRP consultants to review projects and status
Survey Pin Replacement in coordination with Planning & Development
Grading Plans for Abasand, Beacon Hill and Waterways in coordination
with Planning & Development
Contract for the maintenance of the construction access roads and
street sweeping in rebuild areas
Rebuild Pillar fields the largest number of inquiries through
recovery@rmwb.ca

www.rmwb.ca
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Quarter 2 and 3 Priorities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Construction Management Teams (CMTs)
DRP Project Listing
Construction Safety Video Education for Schools
Implementation of Comprehensive Firebreak Program
Waterways Slope Stability next steps
Support to Planning & Development on Zero Lot Line/Maintenance
Easement Discussions
Timeline for Municipal Infrastructure Repairs
Mitigate Rebuild Damages
Review Rebuild Guidance document and adjust as necessary
Winter 2017/2018 Rebuild Planning
Decision on any outstanding non-backfilled sites

www.rmwb.ca
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Mitigate Pillar
Implement mitigation measures with a view to
improving resiliency
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Major Initiatives to Date
• Council approval of East Clearwater Highway (ECH) as
highest mitigation priority
• Council approval of $5 million for pre-feasibility of the ECH
• Letter sent seeking GOA support for ECH pre-design
• Letter sent to support the GOA’s current comprehensive
FireSmart plan
• Letter sent to the GOA to support the training and permanent
staffing of a Wildland/Urban Interface (WUI) fire crew
• FireSmart 2A Birchwood Trail project 90% complete
• Award of RFP by Engineering for egress roads in Abasand,
Beacon Hill and Wood Buffalo
www.rmwb.ca
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Ongoing Initiatives
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meetings with multiple stakeholders on the ECH
Established relationship with FireSmart Canada
Attended FireSmart Begins at Home Conference in Whitecourt
Communication with citizens about FireSmart projects, specifically for
the Birchwood Trails
Member of Regional FireSmart Committee
Met with Lac La Biche Alberta Agricultural & Forestry District in Conklin
about FireSmart and Fire Guards
Seeking potential funding sources to assist with a ‘build back better’
philosophy associated with a WUI
2017 Forest Resource Improvement Associate of Alberta (FRIAA) Grant
applications
2016 Wildfire Mitigation Strategy underway
Meeting with stakeholders about seedlings and tree planting

www.rmwb.ca
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Quarter 2 and 3 Priorities
• Implementation of 2016 FRIAA Grants
• Continue to pursue funding for FireSmart activities from the GOA for
a multi-year risk reduction strategy across all seven disciplines
• East Clearwater Highway – confirm GOA position for pre-design
• Rural Egress Routes Conceptual Design pre-2018 budget
• ReLeaf Plan implementation and planting
• FireSmart Education for improved resiliency
• Work with the GOA to maximize the potential benefits of the ongoing
Provincial WUI Fire Crew policy review for the RMWB
• Post Wildfire Hazard Assessment, Green Island Prescription
• Support Engineering in the construction of Abasand, Beacon Hill
and Wood Buffalo Egress Routes
• Support Engineering in Flood Mitigation as requested
www.rmwb.ca
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Recovery Task Force
Team Leader Assessment

www.rmwb.ca
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Questions

www.rmwb.ca
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WOOD BUFFALO RECOVERY
COMMITTEE REPORT
Meeting Date: April 5, 2017

Subject: Demolition and Protective Fencing Costs
APPROVALS:
Erin O’Neill, Operations Manager
Dana Woodworth, Recovery Team Leader

Recommendations:
THAT the Wood Buffalo Recovery Committee recommend to Council:
1. THAT the Municipality issue invoices to the registered property owner on title for the
costs of any demolition and protective fencing, undertaken by the Municipality as a result
of the 2016 Wildfire; and
2. THAT the costs of demolition and protective fencing undertaken by the Municipality as a
result of the 2016 Wildfire, be added to the tax roll for the respective properties following
the issuance of an invoice, with the intent that these costs be removed from the tax roll
when invoices are paid.
Summary:
Demolition Orders issued under Section 546 of the Municipal Government Act, were intended to
establish timelines for property owners to complete their demolition, allow the Municipality to
do the work if necessary, and provide the Municipality the authority to add the costs and
expenses for carrying out the Order to the tax roll.
As of October 1st, 2016, 88 wildfire affected properties were not demolished by property owners
as required by the Demolition Order. These properties were subsequently demolished by the
Municipality at a cost of $2,206,533.76.
To date, 93 demolished properties were found to pose additional public safety hazards and were
enclosed with protective fencing by the Municipality. The cost to secure these properties was
$11,670.52 in 2016 and $16,399.42 between January 1 and March 31, 2017. Properties that
remain fenced incur an average monthly rental cost of $58.78.
Background:
Properties which required demolition were issued “Demolition Orders” under Section 546 of the
Municipal Government Act. Issued in July 2016, the Demolition Orders established the timeline
for property owners to clean-up and secure their properties. The timelines associated with the
Orders were:

Author: Erin O’Neill
Department: Recovery Task Force
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•

September 30, 2016: The deadline for removing and disposing of all debris, ash and
contaminated soil.

•

October 31, 2016: The deadline for removing the foundation and backfilling or otherwise
electing to leave the foundation in place and take such other measures as are approved by
a Safety Codes Officer to cover the homes in a manner that mitigates the risk of persons
falling into the hole.

•

June 30, 2017: The deadline for removing the foundation for those who chose to leave
their foundation in place. The resident then has 30 days to backfill or commence their
rebuild.

As of October 1, 2016, 88 properties affected by the wildfire were not demolished. As such, the
Municipality hired five contractors to complete the work. In some instances, extra costs were
incurred due to asbestos abatement or excess tipping fees. The total cost of demolition for the 88
properties was $2,206,533.76.
Post demolition inspections were completed after properties were cleared. In some cases, bowl
type depressions existed on site. While this was deemed acceptable for the post demolition
inspection process, the Alberta Building Code requires that all open excavations and any
basements that are not immediately removed be kept securely fenced and reasonably clear of
water.
Disaster Recovery Program funding for perimeter fencing ended on October 31, 2016 and the
Municipality demobilized security checkpoints, removing previous areas of perimeter fencing.
This process exposed a number of bowl type depressions on individual properties where
backfilling had not been levelled. As these depressions could accumulate water, they had to be
fenced for safety purposes. Given the demolition order requires security be in place until the
hole where the foundation of the structure originally was has been backfilled and leveled, it is
proposed that the cost of the fencing be charged to the property owner.
As of December 31, 2016, 93 demolished properties were found to pose a public safety hazard.
The hazards within these properties were fenced by the Municipality at a total cost of $11,670.52
in 2016. The 2016 costs include both installation and monthly rental costs.
For properties that remain fenced in 2017, the average monthly rental cost per property is $58.78,
which does not include the cost of installation and dismantling. Installation and dismantling
costs are $185.85 per property. It is proposed that rental costs for fencing around private
properties installed by the Municipality, be invoiced to property owners based on the number of
rental days, on a bi-annual basis. The fencing charges would include panel rental costs,
installation and dismantling fees.
Budget/Financial Implications:
The total cost of demolition and protective fencing for 2016 that is recoverable by invoicing and
adding to the property tax roll is $2,218,204.28.
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While it is proposed that the protective fencing costs for 2017 be invoiced on a bi-annual basis,
the costs incurred between January 1 and March 31, 2017 totals $16,399.42.
As some property owners are selling their properties ahead of the invoices being sent,
Administration proposes adding the cost of the demolition and protective fencing to the tax roll
concurrently with the sending of the invoice.
Rationale for Recommendations:
The cost of demolition and protective fencing for private properties is the responsibility of the
property owner. In the case of the 2016 Wildfire, the majority of demolition costs have already
been covered by homeowner insurance. While the Demolition Order gave the authority to the
Municipality to add the costs to the tax roll, all communications regarding the Order stated that
the Municipality may add the cost to the tax roll subject to Council approval. Therefore it is
recommended that Council ultimately approve any additions to the tax roll associated with this
initiative.
Strategic Plan Linkages:
Pillar 1 – Building Responsible Government
Pillar 4 – Building an Effective Land Strategy
Campaign Plan Linkage:
Rebuild Pillar – Understand and address the full extent of wildfire damage across the RMWB
and Make timely policy decisions that enable reconstruction by removing obstacles and barriers
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COMMITTEE REPORT
Meeting Date: April 5, 2017

Subject: Waiver of Fee - Acceptable Contaminated Soil
APPROVALS:
Erin O’Neill, Operations Manager
Dana Woodworth, Recovery Team Leader

Recommendations:
THAT the Wood Buffalo Recovery Committee recommend to Council:
1. THAT the Landfill Disposal Rate for Acceptable Contaminated Soil, as set out in the
Utility Rates Bylaw, Bylaw No. 10/001, be waived for all residential properties within
wildfire damaged areas until December 31, 2018;
2. THAT land owners apply and refunds be issued for any acceptable contaminated soil fees
that have been paid to date resulting from wildfire damaged areas; and
3. THAT the Landfill Disposal Rate for Acceptable Contaminated Soil, as set out in the
Utility Rates Bylaw, Bylaw No. 10/001, be waived for the Municipality and its
contractors that dispose of soil from wildfire damaged areas until December 31, 2018.
Summary:
Soil within fire damaged areas has been deemed acceptable contaminated soil by Alberta
Environment and Parks (AEP). The fee associated with the dumping of acceptable contaminated
soil at the Fort McMurray Regional Landfill (the Landfill) is governed by Utility Rates Bylaw
No. 10/001. Currently, residents disposing of soil via their contractor at the Landfill, from
residential properties, have two options:
1. Arrange for soil analysis at the property owner’s expense to determine if the soil meets
the Landfill Class II lab analysis for disposal and can be used as daily cover, thus
qualifying for a waiver of the dumping fees; or
2. Pay $75 per tonne to dispose of the acceptable contaminated soil as specified in Utility
Rates Bylaw No. 10/001.
The existing bylaw imposes a charge to property owners for the dumping of soil associated with
the rebuilding of homes, be that soil analysis testing to confirm its status or a dumping fee for
deemed acceptable contaminated soil. To decrease the cost to homeowners, the Recovery Task
Force recommends that the dumping fee for acceptable contaminated soil at the Landfill be
waived.

Author: Erin O’Neill
Department: Recovery Task Force
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Background:
As per the Landfill Operating Guidelines and AEP requirements, soil that meets both the Alberta
Tier 1 Soil and Groundwater Remediation Guidelines for Industrial use and the outlined values
for Class II Landfill Operations, can be disposed of at the Landfill. In order to determine if soil
meets the Class II Landfill guidelines, a laboratory analysis of the soil is required. The cost of
analysis is approximately $400 per lot and takes one week for results to be returned.
Following the fire, AEP permitted the Landfill to accept soil from residential wildfire properties
without laboratory analysis, as the soil was deemed acceptable contaminated soil.
As part of the environmental monitoring in Wood Buffalo following the wildfire, samples of ash,
air and soil were taken from all areas that were affected. Specifically Phase 2 of the
environmental monitoring analyzed the quality of the top layers of soil in burned and unburned
areas. Results were compared against established Alberta ecological and human health
guidelines.
None of the soil samples in any of the tested areas – burned or unburned – exceeded human
health guidelines. There were testing results that exceeded ecological guidelines; however those
results do not impact human health and are typical to ecosystems of the boreal forest.
The soil used to backfill demolished and excavated properties was sourced from various
locations within the region. Importantly, the 23 lab analyses received at the Landfill to date,
have found sampled soil to be clean and passed the Landfill Class II lab analysis. Given the
Phase 2 soil testing and lab analyses to date, the expectation is that the future soil deposits will
meet the Landfill Class II lab analysis or fall below the acceptable contaminated levels.
Between May 2016 and December 2016, the Landfill received 512 loads of acceptable
contaminated soil. It is proposed that the land owners can apply for a refund of any fees paid to
date to dump acceptable contaminated soil related to the 2016 wildfire. Further, it is proposed
that the fee for dumping acceptable contaminated soil at the Landfill be waived for the
Municipality, its contractors and all residential properties, within the wildfire damaged areas
until December 31, 2018.
Contractors and home owners have expressed concern about the limited availability of space to
stockpile soil from excavated foundations. While the waiving of landfill fees for acceptable
contaminated soil is likely to reduce this concern, the Recovery Task Force (RTF) is working
with the Planning & Development Department to facilitate a choice for residents by securing a
soil stockpile location. This will decrease the amount of soil that will be directed to the Landfill
and provide an opportunity for the Municipality to repurpose the soil for future municipal
projects.
Budget/Financial Implications:
The proposed fee waiver will minimize the cost to residents and, subject to locating a soil
stockpiling site, allow the Municipality the ability to repurpose the soil for future projects.
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Rationale for Recommendations:
An objective of the RTF is to minimize the financial burden to residents impacted by the 2016
Wildfire. Notwithstanding the loss of Landfill potential revenues from a waiver of fees and lost
Landfill capacity, it is the belief of the RTF that it is in the public interest to demonstrate
consistency and commitment in the easing of financial burden of affected residents.
The RTF and the Landfill continue to receive complaints about the current soil disposal
procedures. Residents were previously informed that the Phase 2 environmental testing did not
present any concerns, and lab analyses completed to date in the wildfire affected areas have
shown the soil is clean. The regulatory requirement for costly soil sampling, or a disposal fee, is
at odds with this messaging. The waiver of fees as recommended would result in an approach
that is consistent with the policy shifts to date and Recovery’s goal to minimize the financial
burden to residents.
Lastly, there are indications that recent complaints about the dumping of soil on vacant lots or
within roadways are the result of landfill fees and soil sampling costs that deter use of the
Landfill. As an additional benefit, the waiving of landfill costs associated with the disposal of
soil is likely to relieve current pressures on development compliance and bylaw enforcement
resources.
Strategic Plan Linkages:
Pillar 2 – Building Balanced Regional Services
Pillar 4 – Building an Effective Land Strategy
Pillar 6 – Building a Sustainable Region
Campaign Plan Linkage:
Rebuild Pillar – Make timely policy decisions that enable reconstruction by removing obstacles
and barriers
Attachment:
Post Wildfire Requirements for Soil Disposal from Residential Properties affected by the
Wildfire as the Fort McMurray Regional Landfill
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Post Wildfire
Requirements for Soil Disposal from Residential Properties affected by the
Wildfire at the Fort McMurray Regional Landfill
Any soils being disposed of at the Fort McMurray Landfill from residential properties
affected by the wildfire or wildfire fighting efforts can follow one of two options:
Option 1:






No lab analysis required,
Will be charged $75/MT
Notify the Landfill of the address(es) the soil is coming from,
Notify the Landfill of the quantity of soils and proposed date of delivery.
Soil must be free of ash, wood, metal, plastics, oils or any other contaminants
(soil not free of these items will have to have an analysis prior to disposal, see
directions below and may be subjected to special handling charges of $162/MT.)

Option 2:







Have a lab analysis done on the soil (for the soils in question the analysis
required would be a Landfill Class II and BTEX lab analysis),
Fill out the Soil Disposal Application and supply the RMWB with a copy of the
requested lab analysis,
If the soil analysis results are less than the outlined value in the Alberta Tier 1
Soil and Groundwater Remediation Guidelines for Industrial use, the soil will be
free to dispose of,
If the soil analysis results are greater than those outlined in the Alberta Tier 1 Soil
and Groundwater Remediation Guidelines for Industrial use and less than the
outlined values for Class II Landfill Operations, the soil is classified as
Acceptable Contaminated Soil and will be charged $75/MT,
If the soil analysis results are greater than both the Alberta Tier 1 Soil and
Groundwater Remediation Guidelines for Industrial use and the outlined values
for Class II Landfill Operations, the soil cannot be disposed of at the Fort
McMurray Landfill at any charge.

(Note: Option 2 may be more economically feasible for large quantities of soil, if there
are no known contaminants.)

Application for disposal can be obtained from the Landfill Administration Office or e-mail
solid.waste@rmwb.ca.
Completed Applications can be returned to solid.waste@rmwb.ca or dropped off at the
Administration Office at the Landfill.

WOOD BUFFALO RECOVERY
COMMITTEE REPORT
Meeting Date: April 5, 2017

Subject: Repeal of Bylaw No. 16/015 – Noise Bylaw Amendment
APPROVALS:
Erin O’Neill, Operations Manager
Dana Woodworth, Recovery Team Leader

Recommendation:
THAT the Wood Buffalo Recovery Committee recommend to Council that Bylaw No. 16/015,
an amendment to the Noise Bylaw, be repealed.
Summary:
Bylaw No. 16/015 amended Bylaw No. 83/024, the Noise Bylaw, to allow Wildfire Recovery
Noise at any time of the day, effectively allowing 24-hour demolition or noise related to delayed
Municipal construction projects as a result of the wildfire.
As the majority of demolition, clean-up and debris removal activity is complete, the justification
for this amendment no longer exists.
The Recovery Task Force recommends repealing Bylaw No. 16/015.
Background:
Bylaw No. 16/015 was passed on July 5, 2016 at a time when significant action was required to
clean-up the wildfire damaged areas. As such, Wildfire Recovery Noise was defined as “any
noise caused by or arising from any demolition, clean-up or debris removal activity related to the
destruction caused by the wildfire of May 2016 or noise caused by or arising from construction
projects of the Municipality that were delayed due to the wildfire.”
The Bylaw does not permit 24-hour noise for all construction activity nor has a need been
identified for 24-hour construction based on discussions with the Fort McMurray Construction
Association. While there are still a limited number of demolitions occurring, the number is not
sufficient to justify 24-hour noise.
Rationale for Recommendation:
There no longer remains a need for 24-hour construction. Additionally, repealing Bylaw No.
16/105 would remove any potential confusion and enable consistent enforcement of the
overarching Noise Bylaw.
Strategic Plan Linkages:

Author: Erin O’Neill
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Pillar 2 – Building Balanced Regional Services
Pillar 4 – Building an Effective Land Strategy
Recovery Campaign Plan Linkage:
Rebuild Pillar – Make timely policy decisions that enable reconstruction by removing obstacles
and barriers
Attachments:
1.
2.

Bylaw No. 16/015
Bylaw No. 83/24
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Attachment 1

Attachment 2

