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status update
priority area 1

Concept Options 
Review and 
Engagement 
- Snye Point 
Outdoor Event 
Space

Refine the 
Design - Snye 
Point Outdoor 
Event Space

Share the Final 
Design - Snye 
Point Outdoor 
Event Space

Construction

March / April 2021 May 2021 Summer - Fall 2021 March 15 - 28, 2021

Provide construction 
updates

Online survey
Workshops
Virtual Open Houses

We are here!

Share concept design 
Hear and gather 
feedback



PRIORITY AREA 1 
KEY CONSIDERATIONS



4FORT McMURRAY WATERFRONT PARK

•	Budget: work within the budget for Priority Area 1

•	Building in floodplain – consider damage and key investment locations. Support flood 
protection.

•	Support truth and reconciliation
•	Flexible: successful during large events, every day use and support different programming
•	Four season park

•	Natural park reflective of surrounding landscape
•	Accessible and welcoming to all

•	Walking, cycling and opportunity for cross country skiing important 

•	Work collaboratively to build a community driven design that everyone will be proud of

•	Parking is important as is vehicular access to Snye Point
•	Touch the water – both motorized, non-motorized and aeronautical

Finding the right balance between:



PREVIOUS CONCEPT OPTIONS 
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SUMMARY OF WHAT WE HEARD
MARCH 2021
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SUMMARY OF WHAT WE HARD
•	Participate Wood buffalo 
Online Engagement:  
450 survey submissions

•	Virtual Indigenous Partners 
and Stakeholders Engagement 
Workshops:  
15 workshops - 65 participants

•	Virtual Open Houses:  
2 live events with 33 participants

•	Support truth and reconciliation
•	Walking, cycling and opportunity for cross 
country skiing important 

•	Accessible and welcoming to all 

•	Support large outdoor events
•	Parking is important as is vehicular access to 

Snye Point 
•	Support to move Morimoto Drive to the south

•	Touch the water – both motorized, non-motorized 

and aeronautical



PREFERRED CONCEPT
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Priority Area 1
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Priority Area 1 - wEST
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Priority Area 1 - EAST
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SECTION 1 - Hardin Street Parking Lot

SECTION 3 - Great Lawn

SECTION 2 - Art Plaza
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Priority Area 1 - sections
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Design diagrams
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incorporate indigenous culture
Incorporate First Nations 
and Métis art, history, 
culture, storytelling and 
significant plant material 
through: 

•	 Marker poles

•	 Trail - name TBC

•	 Signage + wayfinding 
(English, Cree, Dene, 
Michif)

•	 Significant plant material 
throughout + around 
Welcome Circles 

•	 Art incorporated in 
Discovery Moments + Art 
Plaza

Note: elements will 
be designed following 
collaborative  discussions. 
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PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS
•	 Increase park porosity 

and accessibility

•	 Connections to 
Clearwater and 
downtown core

•	 Cross country skiing 
/ snowshoeing 
opportunities
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VEHICULAR CONNECTIONS
•	 Vehicular movement 

within the park

•	 Connections to downtown 
core
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Park Features:
•	 1 additional WC in park

•	 1 new natural play 
feature

•	 1 new ‘minor’ play feature

•	 Volleyball relocated by 
skate park

(Note: 5-minute walking circles)

SITE + Adjacent program uses

MP Program Suggestions:

•	 Civic plaza / playground

•	 Seasonal skate rink

•	 Enhanced parking

•	 Boat launch

•	 Restored natural areas

•	 Trans Canada Trail-head

•	 Event / heavy traffic area
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Discovery Moments
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Event setup and circulation
1.	Primary large event 

space with power and 
reinforced turf: Great 
Lawn

2.	Event vehicular 
movement

3.	Secure vehicular entry

4.	Public drop-off plaza

5.	Alternative event area / 
Art Plaza

6.	Alternative event area / 
west flexible use areas

1

2

3

4
5

6 2

6
6

0 20 60 100M

SNYE RIVER

FR
. M

ER
CRED

I 

ST
REE

T

MORRIS
ON S

T

HAR
DIN

 S
TR

EE
T

MAI
N S

TR
EE

T

FRASER AVENUE

CLEARWATER DRIVE

MORIMOTO DRIVE

CLEARWATER RIVER



21FORT McMURRAY WATERFRONT PARK

Vendor Opportunities
•	 Vendor opportunities 

south of cycle track

•	 Parallel parking along 
Morimoto Dr can include 
designated vendor 
opportunities

•	 During a large event, 
such as Ribfest, vendors 
can be located to the 
north and south of the 
large flexible pedestrian 
area
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Washrooms
•	 Existing public washroom 

at restaurant

•	 One proposed washroom: 
new natural play feature 
+ water element

•	 Located away from Snye 
Point due to potential ice 
damage

Note: 5 minute walking 
circles.

5 m
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perspective illustrations
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cultural festival in great lawn
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sculptural edge in art plaza
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natural play in flexible use area
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welcome circle 



What makes this park 
unique? 
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Complex layers - simple palette  
•	Strong community driven design to create destination park

•	 Significant and meaningful inclusion of Indigenous Culture

•	 Integrated signage and wayfinding ((English, Cree, Dene, 
Michif))

•	Natural park design 

•	Natural play opportunities

•	Strong park 'bones' to support current uses and future 
evolving community needs 

•	Comfortably accommodate large events while being open 
to the public

•	 Balanced flood and capital investment programming 
locations

•	 Fully accessible + welcoming  (physically and culturally)

•	 Incorporated guiding principles 

•	Resilient design



QUESTIONS + COMMENTS


